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A fine Renaissance door in Broughton Castle 
WEA AJ UT 
PATENT FLOOR SPRING WITH HYDRAULIC CHECK ACTION 
Architects are invited to inspect our display of Door Springs, Floor Springs, 


etc., recently placed on view in the Building Centre, 9 Conduit Street 


London, W.1 


. WILLIAM NEWMAN & SONS LTD., HOSPITAL STREET, BIRMINGHAM 19 | 
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d Companies of Kelsey Industries Lad. $ 


WOLVERHAMPTON, MANCHESTER, BELFAST, CARDIFF, DUBLIN, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, BRISTOL, LEEDS. 
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FOR HOISTING 

BRICKS,MORTAR, 
TILES, 

SLATES, ETC... 


delivered free nearest 
siding within 200 miles 
of our works. 


“small brother’’ of the famous ‘‘Wild’’ Builders 
Elevator; works as well inside a building as out. Another 
labour saver, that quickly raises building materials to a 


maximum height of 16 ft., without double handling 


The skip is unloaded at top from either side. Easily 
operated by two men, giving constant flow of materials 
to the required points—no manual fatigue or time loss 
on empty return journeys, etc. Sectional frame and balanced 
design makes handling easy for one man—see photo below. 


wa *G Our latest leaflet describes and illustrates the Builders Hoist 


3 write for a copy to-day. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILD & (0. LID., 50 PALL MAL 


TELEPHONE , TRAFALGAR 468 
WORKS AND REGISTERED OFFICES: \rGYLE STR 
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There is very little in the woodworking line 


that we can’t produce at Boulton & Paul. Whatever it is 


we make it quickly to your specification. We make it K 
very well. And we When the joinery is by i 


deliver it. May we quote you? 


NORWICH - LONDON « BIRMINGHAM 
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essential part of the whole. 
* 


T CELLON We believe in the essence of crafts- 
manship. For example, after a new decorative 
finish has been produced by our laboratory 

specialists, it is tested by experts who examine every 
Cellon product under the conditions of use for 
Which it is intended. Like the bricklayer of old, whose 
every brick was laid in trim, with something of his 
self imbued in each, we always strive for perfection 
11 our finished work. 

The existing range of Cerrux Decorative Paints 
includes Gloss, Satin and Matt Finishes, Flat under- 


CER 


Reproduced from: THt BOOK OF ENGLISH TRADES & Library 


AND CRAFISMANSHIP LIVES ON With the coming of the Industrial Revolution and the development 
of machinery, the era of the lone craftsman passed into history. No longer was one man single 
master of his trade. Instead, the work was divided among specialists, each one a craftsman in 
his own particular line. To-day, the individual is an expert, whose specialised skill is an 


of the Useful Aris, 1621 


THE BRICKLAYER 
The bricklayer is a craftsman under 
whose eye the mortared rows of 
trowel-laid brick run straight and 
true. With his skill and his plumb 
line he is a builder of beauty. Soon 
there will rise another fine edifice, 
with generations of life before it... 


* 


coatings, Primers for all types of surface and, also, 
Cerrusco Texture and Water Paints. The skill and 
forethought embraced in our work together with 
constant research have established perfect uniformity 
among our standard finishes. The result is that you 
can always be sure of consistency of quality when 
re-ordering a particular finish. 

On the 


continuous service for the production of special! 


development side, we maintain 


finishes for special needs outside the standard range. 


It is, in fact, a service by craftsmen for craftsmen. 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 
Created 
by Craftsmanship 


CELLON 


AR? Aircraft 
Finishes 


,CERRIC h 
Wood act 


Finishes 


CERRUX CERRUX y% CERRIC 
Paints LOO € Paints 


CELLON LIMITED - 


KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


PHONE KINGSTON 1234 
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STEEL REINFORCING BARS 


**Stribar ’’ Reinforcement is the backbone of multitudinous ferro- 


concrete structures. The *‘ Stribar ’’ service in reinforcement is being 


THE UNITED maintained as far as present abnormal conditions permit. Deliveries from 
warehouse stocks in the London area cannot always be guaranteed, but by 
fern ra telephoning Sloane 4533 the latest position can always be ascertained. 


UNITED STRIP & BAR MILLS . THE ICKLES - £SHEFFIELD 
Branch of The United Steel Companies Limited - 


Telephone; Sheffield 4/011 : Rotherham 5421 
LONDON : 8-10, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W./ - - - - Telephone: Sloane 4533 
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**THERMOLOK "’ is a modern aluminium decking of exceptional 


strength and rigidity, and is suitable for all types of roof structures. 


The design is exclusive and embodies features which mark a big 


advance in roof construction. 


The system is flexible and can be adapted to suit special requirements. 
** THERMOLOK "' can be supplied in several gauges, and the bar sections 


increased to take spans greater than |0 feet 


A high insulation value can be obtained resulting in fuel economy 
and more comfortable interior conditions ; condensation risk is reduced 


to a minimum 


The interior appearance of ‘‘ THERMOLOK "’ with its pleasing 
design and light aluminium colour eliminates the necessity for a separate 
ceiling 

The light weight and strength of ‘*‘ THERMOLOK "' enable economy 
in design of the sub-structure to be obtained to the maximum extent 

No scaffolding is necessary and aspeedy erection is assured Fastenings 
are reduced to a minimum by means of the patent locking device 

Durable waterproofing is provided by Anderson’s ‘‘ DUROK " 
Roofing System, and a variety of finishes can be given, if desired, to secure 


a pleasing appearance and to harmonize with surroundings. 


D. ANDERSON 
& SON LTD 


“THERMOSTEEL” DIVISION 

STRETFORD, MANCHESTER 

ROACH ROAD, o1p ForD, LONDON €E.3 
also at 

Belfast - Birmingham - Glasgow - Leeds - Nottingham 
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| eC ‘RC BALCONY 
STANDARD WOOD | 


Compare the transparency of ‘Ethulon’ with that of 
other tracing materials 


A The upper left-hand portion of the drawing has been covered with 
tracing-linen. 


B The upper right has been left uncovered. 


C Below the centre-line the entire width of the drawing has been 
covered by a strip of ‘Ethulon'. | 
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TRADE MARK 


— the ideal medium for 
accurate tracings—takes pen pencil, 
crayon or paint 


*Ethulon* is a tough, flexible, transparent plastics film 
with a matt, grainless surface on which fine continuous 
lines can be drawn. It does not warp or cockle with 
changes in temperature and humidity or discolour or 
become brittle with age. Dimensional] stability is high 
and tracings on ‘Ethulon’ remain truer to scale under 
varying climatic conditions, 


Tey Ethulon for yourself. 


We shall be happy to send any drawing office a sample of * Ethulon.’ 
Please mention this journal. 


* Ethulon’ Tracing Film is supplied in 10 yard rolls 30° and 40” wide and 
may be obtained from any drawing office material supplier 


menufactured by MAY & BAKER LTD 


pistRipuTORS: M&B PLASTICS LTD 3 wimro re sTREET, W.1. TELEPHONE: LANGHAM 3494 


CH3154 
CONSTRUCTIONAL ENGINEERS 
STEEL FRAMED BUILDING SPECIALISTS 

| 
| WAREHOUSES GIRDERS | 

GARAGES PLATEWORK | 
| GANTRIES — 
“BUNKERS WELDED 
| CONVEYORS RIVETED 

OR 
GUTTERS BOLTED 
| CON- 
STRUCTION 
| 
} 
WALKER BROTHERS, LIMITED 
VICTORIA IRONWORKS - WALSALL - ENGLAND 
Telegrems : WALKERS, WALSALL. Telephone : WALSALL 3136, 3137, 3138, 3139. | 


Lendoa Office : 66 Victoria Street, S.W.! 


Telephone : Victoria 6049 
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DARTFORD - KENT J 
Telephone: Dartford 3456 
London Office: 10 ST. SWITHIN’S LANE, E.C.4 \ 


Telephone: Mansion House 9811 
@14.1196 
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AS 
OF ETAL 


SPRAYERS 


PROTECT STEEL WINDOWS 
AGAINST CORROSION 
by ZINC SPRAYING 


Using THE BRITISH WIRE PISTOL PROCESS 


And “SEACLIFF” BRAND ZINC WIRE 
99°99°,, Purity * 


Architects are invited to apply for information to The 
Association of Metal Sprayers (Technical Advisory Board 
of the British Wire Process), Barclays Bank Chambers, 


Dudley, Worcs. 


* Manufactured by 


CHARLES CLIFFORD & SON LTD. 


DOG POOL MILLS, BIRMINGHAM 30 
Offices: LONDON, GLASGOW, MANCHESTER, DUBLIN 


1-W.72R 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES 
AND LITERATURE 


COURSES 


THE QUALITY OF BLACKWELLS ROOFINGS SETS A 
STANDARD FOR ALL ROOFING PRODUCTS. OVER 50 
YEARS’ EXPERIENCE MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO OFFER MOST 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUES 


BLACKWELLS FELTS & DAMPCOURSES ARE MANUFACTURED 
IN| ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROPRIATE BRITISH 
STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 


BLACK WELLS & NATIONAL 3 


ALTRINCHAM CHES 


TEL ALTRINCHAM 
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MARLITH 


used as permanent shuttering 
speeds up construction, 
reduces costs, and provides 
excellent thermal insulation 


THE SHUTTERING for this flat in-situ reinforced concrete roof 
consisted of 2-inch MARLITH laid in temporary 2° x 2° x3 
steel tees supported by tubular steel scaffolding. The concrete 
was poured and the reinforcement applied in the normal way 
When the concrete was set, the temporary steel tees and scaffold- 
ing were removed, leaving the underside of the MARLITH ready 
for plastering 


16 


The drawing on right shows a similar construction in which 
timber props were used in place of tubular scaffolding, in con- 
junction with soffite boards and 1” thick MARLITH filling pieces bs insifu concrete screeccd 

The use of MARLITH in this way speeds up construction and RQ: P ready for finish 
reduces costs by eliminating the need for erecting and dismantling 
steel or timber shuttering and the application of insulation as a 
separate operation. kt reduces the thermal transmittance “* U~ 
value of a 43° flat concrete roof from 0°61 to 0°20, and the 
increased thermal insulation will maintain the temperature of 
the interior surface of the roof, thus minimising or preventing 
the formation of condensation. 


MARLITH 


Wood Wool Building Slabs 


The Marley Tile Company Limited Sevenoaks Kent 


Marlith thick] ~~ 


section 


THE PHOTOGRAPHS were taken at Whitby ir 
School, and show : be/ow, MARLITH Slabs bein tio 
in the temporary steel tees ; above, concrete being levelled 
ARCHITECTS: John Keppie & Henderson & J. L. Gleave, Chartered 
Architects, 196 West Regent Street, Glasgow C2 
NTRACTORS: Messrs. Jaram & Son, 20A Gladstone Stree 
Scarborough 
auTHORITY : North Riding Education Committee, Northallerto 


— 


& 
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MARRYAT-SCO LIFTS 


Here are some of the questions answered 
for you by the Marryat-Scott Architects 
Lift Calculating Rule. 


1. To what size should | trim my floors 
to permit the installation of 
a Passenger Lift to carry six 
persons ? 


2. What will be the load on 
the surrounding shaft walls ? 


3 How many people per hour 
could such a lift deal with, if for 
example, we agreed on a speed of 
200 feet per minute ? 


MARRYAT & SCOTT LTD 


. The Lift Manufacturers 
5. Can | get a useful Lift for general goods in a shaft 


size of 6 feet x 6 feet and how large would the lift car be? Wellington Works, Hounslow, Middlesex 


4. What size Lift-Car do you recom- 
mend for carrying Beds and Stretchers in a Hospital ? 


Now available free to Architects on request to any of these addresses :— 


LONDON, 40 Hatton Garden @ BIRMINGHAM, 41 Water St. @ LIVERPOOL, 15 Tithebarn St. « BRIGHTON, 34 Chesham Rd. 
BRISTOL, 29 Orchard St. @ CARDIFF, 67 Queen St. @ BRADFORD, 154 Harris St. © EXETER, 22 Oakfield Rd. 
GLASGOW, Moncur St. @ CHELTENHAM, 107 St. Georges Rd. @ BELFAST, 6 7 Queen St. @ DUBLIN, 7.8 Eden Quay 


HARCO 
RIBBON WIRE 


The artistic effect of Harco Ribbon Wire 
renders it particularly suitable for use 
where care of design and appointment 
are of major importance. Architects will 
appreciate that it not only screens the 
unsightly, but allows free circulation of 
air. The patterns in which Ribbon Wire 
can be woven, make it the perfect selec- 
tion for Lift Shaft Enclosures, Ventilating 
Panels, Radiator Covers, Electric Heater 
Covers, etc. Illustration shows Pattern 
No. 1376W. Other Patterns and full 
particulars in Catalogue A 744. 


Harvey | 
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G .A.Harvey & Co. (Lundon) Ltd. Woolwich Ruad, London. 
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CARRON COOKING APPLIANCES 


inthe main kitchenof Queen Elizabeth's Hospital, Birmingham 


} 
CARRON STEAM JACKETED TILTING PAN 
Outer and inner pans of cast iron e Pan tilted by 
neans of machine-cut worm gearing with turned 
vandwheel protected by cast iron gear box 
@ Outer casing of enamelled sheet steel or 
stainless steel 


| 
\ 
\ CARRON STEAM JACKETED 
BATTERY OF CARRON BOILING PANS 
STEAMING OVENS Cast iron, with hinged counter- 
. Two basketsto each compartment balanced cover of staintess 
e Stea doors fastened steel or copper polished 
witt pt nerated by centre finish @ Lifting handle with 
c Fitted with full safety bakelite grip positioned to 


s @ Vitreous enamel keep hand clear of .apour 


finish e@ Vitreous enamel finish 
These are Carron products made by modern Carron processes em- CARRON equipment... CARRON service 
bodying the Carron tradition for fine workmanship begun in 1759 The highly experienced staff of experts at Carr i 
is always ready to assist in selecting the equip 
NRE NG ment most suited to specitic needs. Cooking 
Perpetua GION COMPANY CARRON STIRLINGSHIRE installations utilising electricity, gas, steam, o 
& Ollie 1S Upper Thames St Leadon or solid fuel—ahere is Carron equipmeni for 
EC4 . . St.. Liverpool 25 Buchanan every requirement. May we send you full infor- = 
Sr. ¢ 14 Ridgefield, Manchester, 2 mation about the comprehensive range of Car- 
ron installations and our Advisory Service? 


Git the job wl in hond with 
Kontite pressure Fittings will look after your joint- 
ing problems, and will remain reliable throughout 
the years with the minimum of attention. They are 
especially suitable for hot and cold water services 
and are available in a wide range of standardised fit- 
tings to meet the most exacting requirements. We 
shall be glad to advise on any problem relating to 


the jointing of copper tubes. 
fit 
/ 
[LINGO 


London Office 36 Victoria Street, $.W.| 


Phone: Abbey 2144 Grams:*Kontite" Sowest London 


dm KB 22 


all 
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Westminster Cathedral 


The four large concrete domes 
on the main roof of 
Westminster Cathedral were 
recently covered by us, using 
nearly8 tons of copper sheets. 


CRAFTSMEN IN PLAIN AND 
ORNAMENTAL COPPER ROOFING 


BROCHURE REQUEST 


One of the wide range of 


Copper Terminal supplied for A 
Namirembe Cathedral, 
Kampala, Uganda. 


Overall height - - - I7ft. 
Width across ball - - 5ft. 


FREDERICK BRABY & COMPANY LTD 
FITZROY WORKS, 352 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON N.W.I TEL: EUSTON 3456 


OTHER FACTORIES AT: IDA WORKS, DEPTFORD, LONDON S.E.8 TEL: TIDEWAY 1/234 @ HAVELOCK WORKS, 
AINTREE LIVERPOOL 10 TEL: AINTREE 1/72) @ ECLIPSE WORKS, PETERSHILL RD. GLASGOW, WN. TEL: 
SPRINGBURN 5ISi @ ASHTON GATE WORKS. BRISTOL 3 TEL: 6404/ @ ALSO FALKIRK & MOTHERWELL 


OTHER OFFICES: 110 CANNON STREET, LONDON E.C4 (EXPORT) TEL: MANSION HOUSE 6034 @ QUEEN'S 
BUILDINGS, 10 ROYAL AVENUE, BELFAST TEL: 26509 @ PALACE STREET, PLYMOUTH TEL 226/ 
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BRINGING 


COLOUR 


15 


TO 


LIFE 


THE 


WORLD 


There was a time when hospital decoration 
presented few problems: good, hard-wearing 
and washable paint in safe, sober colours, and 
that was that. But now the colour specialist 
asks a host of questions before proceeding to 


diagnosis and treatment. What colours are 


most tolerable and cheering to various types of 


patient? What finishes effectively reduce glare 


and light reflection? What decorative schemes 
provide a restful contrast for staff rooms? Will 
some of the more delicate shades “wear” 
well? 

Already a long list of nationatiy famous 
hospitals and medical establishments consult 
Dockers’ Advisory Service on all their paint 


problems. 


SYNTHOLWUX Synthetic Enamel, for example, has been widely approved by 
architects and builders for brilliant hard surface, extensive range of pleasing 


colours, its quick-drying properties and proved durability. 


Syntholux will 


withstand repeated washing and is suitable for interior and exterior use. 


DOCKER 


LANDYWOOD 


BROTHERS 


Y fly 


BIRMINGHAM 16 


as 
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: The neu VOOM 


A TECHNICALLY IMPROVED SUCCESSOR TO THE FAMOUS NEA 32/6 


* Built-in gas governor 
> 4 Fitted with a com- 
pletely new thin-flame 
stainless steel burner 


Wider fin spacing 

on the new heat ex- 
changer gives more gener- 
ous flue-ways to obviate 
choking by deposits 


A redesigned gas 

section has a single rotary 
gas control for main and 
pilot cocks instead of the 


two horizontal handles 
| 


ASCOT GAS WATER HEATERS 


The new stainless steel 
burner has positive 
advantages. It is highly 
resistant to corrosion, 

so that blockage due to 
this cause is practically 
eliminated. The period 
between essential servicing 
is thus greatly lengthened, 
and total expectation of 
life increased 


Stainless steel also gives 
greater rigidity and 
strength, which is 
enhanced in the thin-flame 
type of burner as there 
are fewer tubes of 

larger section. 


LONDON, W.! GRO 449! 


Kg 
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HYGIENE AND FOOD 


_—- subjects seem to come to the forum 
and into public discussion in more or less 
regular cycles. Each time some progress, but not all 
that is discussed, is made and then the matter goes 
into a new hibernation period. This week it has been 
the subject of clean food; the Report of the Catering 
l'rade Working Party has just been published; the 
House of Commons debated the issues on a motion 
by a doctor Member—a motion that was passed; 
there is a Packaging Exhibition in London. All this, 
of course, will result in something getting done—but 
will it? 


Just how much disease is carried or spread by 
means of contaminated food or the insanitary condi- 
tions in which it is stored, handled, and sold, seems 
to be an unknown quantity, but common sense, based 
on even a rudimentary knowledge of bacteriology, 
suggests that the level of infection may be very high. 
There can be no doubt, also, that improvements in 
hygienic handling of food have occurred with increas- 
ing momentum from the days of the open medieval 
shop and stall, to the plate-glass enclosed, cellophane- 
wrapped, refrigerated conditions that are sometimes 
attained to-day. 


There are three main phases or sides to this 
question; there is the protection of the food itself by 
wrapping, freezing, cooling or the like; there is the 
personal cleanliness of those who have to handle it 
and there is the design and cleanliness of the buildings, 
vehicles and containers in which it is handled. The 
Working Party’s work seems a little curious in its scope 
and points of attack when the subject is looked at 
from such simple viewpoints. 


THREE 


‘lhe Working Party’s Report has a great deal to 
say about keeping persons and things clean and an 
advisory committee which was set up by the Party’s 
Chairman has much to add about detergents, soaps 
and machines for washing-up food utensils. 


Now, it would seem that, while the ramifications 
of the subject may be almost infinite, there are certain 
basic factors for consideration. It is, for instance, 
very important that buildings in which food is 
handled, stored or eaten should be built for the pur- 
pose, specially detailed to avoid dirt-collection and 
constructed of materials requiring the minimum 
amount of the easiest type of cleaning. It is equally 
important that “ food buildings” should be efficiently 
planned to avoid waste movements of either food- 
stuffs or people. Yet we find that there was no archi- 
tect serving with the Working Party, nor apparently 
was any evidence called from either architects or 
builders relative to these basic considerations. 


Another sort of fundamental consideration which 
seems to stand out very clearly is concerned with the 
amount of cooling, ventilation, heating, wrapping, 
sealing, freezing and gassing that should be insisted 
upon for food products. Many of these factors could 
be reduced to known desirable minima. Yet we find 
that there was no engineer on the Working Party, nor, 
apparently, was much evidence called from those who 
specialise in machinery for refrigeration, ventilation, 
heating, or the mechanics of wrapping, tinning or 
transport movements. If an architect was called in 
to design a high-grade “food building” he would 
want to consult such experts at a very early stage, but 
not so the Working Party. They do not, it seems, 


| 

7 


162 


want to design against dirt as it were from the source; 
they are more interested in getting rid of dirt which 
has accumuiated owing to bad conditions and to devise 
codes and means for overcoming dirt caused by poor 
design or the use of out-of-date buildings. One or 
two examples will illustrate our point; the legal 
enforcement of “ adequate lighting” in places where 
food is prepared is asked for—but what is adequate 
lighting? Engineers and architects might have been 
helpful. Again, “ all catering establishments should 
be required to register with the appropriate local 
authority”. Registration means inspection and super- 
vision and, in the case of new buildings, standards of 
design and detail—here again architects and engineers 
might be able to help. Prevention is better and 
usually cheaper than cure. 


There is no doubt that this country lags behind 
most others in the quality and extent of its methods 
for the protection of retail foodstuffs. The 
: application of wrapping and packaging in the United 
States and in some continental countries and the 
design of such specially erected buildings as the excel- 
lent “ Konsum” (Co-operative) shdps and stores in 
Sweden are worth study. Soviet Russia is making it 
fashionable—not to be outdone by the west—to insist 


wide 


MODEL OF THE 


Crescent Restaurant extreme left. 


Pleasure Garden's Pier. 


CESTEVAL 


A general view from the Park side of the Festival Pleasure Gardens, Battersea Park, looking towards the river. On the 
left the whole sweep of the Main Vista, designed by john Piper and Osbert Lancaster, can be clearly seen, with the 
The Band Stand is in the centre forground, with—behind it—the Dance Pavilion and 
Amphitheatre. The 7-acre Fun Fair can be seen on the right of the picture, with (extreme top 
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on new standards of shop design and to wrap every- 
thing or to keep food under glass in its retail shops 
Yet we notice that there is practically nothing said by 
the Working Party about what is going on abroad. 


We still allow fruit, meat and fish shops to remain 
open to the street, we still transport food in makeshift 
and unsuitable vehicles, we still design unsuitable 
buildings or allow old ones to be patched-up. We still 
allow buildings which are not easily cleaned, which 
are not vermin-proof and which, in their very texture 
and appearance, neither staffs nor 
tomers to respect the common-sense rules of elemen- 
tary cleanliness. 


encourage cus- 


This Working Party may have helped a little, 
parliamentary debates and public exhibitions may air 
the subject occasionally, but what is really needed is 
a much more drastic drive made with the co-operation 
of expert designers who can contribute knowledge and 
experience culled from both this country and abroad 


All types of buildings have to have some sort of 
provision for the handling and preparation of food 
the subject is of the widest kind. May we suggest that 
this is a subject that should receive the attention of the 
Exhibitions Committee of the R.1I.B.A.? 


PEEAS URE GARDENS 


right) the 


j gue 
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The South African Tourist Association premises at 70 


EVENTS AND 
COMMENTS 


ELECTRICAL FLOOR HEATING 


"TWO weeks ago I mentioned experiments being carried 

out on the heating of solid floors by electricity. My 
statement was factual and without comment but one 
reader almost accuses me of wasting the country’s coal 
while another, from Dundee, tells me that not only is 
this idea a fait accompli but that Queen Anne is dead 
as well These two gentlemen should meet Mr 
Donald V. H. Smith supplies a number of facts which 
I am not in a position to question and comes to the con- 
clusion that electricity is a waste of coal. Mr. W. Sin- 
clair Gauldie, on the other hand, points out that the 
solid floors of his house are heated by electricity and 
that his is not the only installation in “canny Dundee.” 

While I have, on more than one occasion, said that 
with the present limited generating power and a fuel 
shortage there should be some control on the sale of 
electrical appliances, I have never gone so far as to sug- 
gest that electrical heating was a bad thing in itself. It 
is expensive but it is also convenient, both in installation 
and use. If Mr. Smith’s figures are correct I would 
suggest that the correct approach to the problem is to 
devise ways of making power stations more efficient and 
to continue to experiment with different types of electri- 
cal heating, and not to curse architects and town planners 
for taking advantage of one of the few blessings of our 
civilisation. 
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POSTER EXHIBITION 


THE L.C.C. is arranging an International Poster Exhi- 
bition to be held in the Victoria Embankment Gar- 
dens during the summer. The C.o.1.D. is collecting the 
posters and the L.C.C. is organising a competition for 
students in its art schools in connection with the exhibi- 
tion. It is hoped that the exhibition will be open from 
June 30 for four weeks. I trust that this does not mean 
that the series of exhibitions of paintings, which has 
been so successful, is to be interrupted. 


EXHIBITION OF EXHIBITIONS 


HE principal contribution of the Royal Society of 

Arts to the Festival of Britain will be an Exhibition 

of Exhibitions to be opened at the Society’s headquar- 

ters by H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth on May 1, the hun- 

dredth anniversary of the opening of the Great 
Exhibition, 

It is perhaps not generally realised that the R.S.A. 
pioneered several types of modern exhibition. The Soci- 
ety held the first exhibition of British contemporary art 
in 1760 and the first Photographic Exhibition in 1852. 
These exhibitions led directly to the formation of the 
Royal Academy and the (Royal) Photographic Society. 
In 1845 the Society of Arts (the Royal came later) began 
work on a great national exhibition of industry. This 
was not a popular project and it was decided to work 
up to it with a series of small annual exhibitions culmi- 
nating in 1851. Exhibits from some of these exhibitions 
will be shown together with exhibits from the Exhibi- 
tion of British Art in Industry, 1935, Britain Can Make 
It, 1946, and Design at Work, 1948. 

The first industrial exhibition ever to be held was 
organised by the Society in 1761 and a section of this 
year’s exhibition will include reproductions of some of 
the agricultural and industrial machines shown then. 

There will also be an exhibit illustrating the Royal 
Society of Arts’ origination of the Great Exhibition of 
1851. Visitors will see the minutes, corrected in Prince 
Albert’s own hand, of the conference held at Bucking- 
ham Palace on June 30, 1849, at which the final plan 
for the exhibition was approved. The R.S.A. exhibition 
is being designed by Mr. Hulme Chadwick. As a pre- 
caution against sore feet and general exhaustion this 
summer, I have already gone into training. 


VICTORIA STATION, BEFORE AND AFTER 


EFORE. On Monday I am invited to inspect the 
new booking office at Victoria. What shall I hope 
to see? First, good circulation. Second, a clean and 
cheerful atmosphere with somewhere to sit if I have to 
wait. Third, plenty of easily-understood information 
about which window sells which sort of tickets and 
which trains go from where. Fourth, something a little 
more friendly and civilised than a small hole in the wall 
at which to buy my ticket. In the general design I shall 
hope to find that the architects of British Railways (S.) 
have had a chance to see and adapt the best of the 
latest ideas in railway design which have appeared since 
the war on the Continent and elsewhere. The next para- 
graph will tell you whether or not I was disappointed. 


After. There is certainly plenty of space to circulate, 
but whether the summer crowds will be able to sort 
themselves out remains to be seen. Perhaps some form 
of movable barrier will be used; otherwise the queues 
may become somewhat confused. The atmosphere is 
clean and cheerful and information about tickets is 
clearly displayed. Having bought your ticket it is still 
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necessary to walk a long way to the train indicator, which 
may tell you to walk all the way back again. 

The ticket windows are a great improvement, but 
are spoiled by the patches of obscured glass. The detail- 
ing is solid and rather heavy, but the hall is easily the 
best that British Railways have so far produced. 


THE NEW COLONIAL OFFICE 


io spite of the fact that what look like setting out lines 
have been pegged on the site of the Old Westminster 
Hospital, the battle does not yet seem to be quite lost. 
Lord Mottistone, who claims to be the only full-time 
practising architect peer, in a maiden speech in the House 
of Lords last week, appealed for reconsideration of the 
Colonial Office project. He was strongly supported by 
several noble Lords, including the Archbishop of York 
and Lord Samuel, Hon, FF.R.I.B.A. With the excep- 
tion of Lord Chorley and Lord Swinton, all the speakers 
were in favour of finding another site for the building. 
Lord Chorley thought that it would be a mistake to leave 
the site as an open space—he did not say why—and that 
a really fine building should be erected on it. He did 
not say whether he thought that the proposed design 
fitted the bill, except that he drew attention to the re- 
marks of the Royal Fine Art Commission on its height 
and said that the building should be set further back. 
Lord Swinton thought that it would not be reasonable 
to leave the site as an open space and doubted whether 
the “ beauty and aesthetic conception ” of the area would 
be enhanced by doing so. He thought, however, that 
the proposed Colonial Office should be smaller. Lord 
Morrison, speaking for the Government, naturally 
pointed out that it was rather late in the day to change, 
and drew attention to the amount of work that had been 
done on the scheme. He admitted that other sites had 
been considered but said that none; suitable had been 
found. He could not give any hope at all that the Gov- 
ernment would look favourably on the idéa of abandon- 
ing the site altogether. Height, frontage and accommo- 
dation were being considered and as soon as the Gov- 
ernment had arrived at a decision a statement would be 
made. 
Although the battle is not lost, it is clearly not vet 
won. Perhaps the rearmament programme may help 
by delaying the project. 


MECHANISED 
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CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE 


ME: E. H. KEELING, M.P., who disparaged Hawks- 

moor’s towers and the Central Hall, and cried “ too 
late, too late,” about the Colonial Office, is making up 
for it over the threat to Carlton House Terrace. As a 
member of the Westminster City Council he has been 
largely responsible for making the Town Planning and 
Improvements Committee change its mind on recom- 
mending, in principle, acceptance of the scheme. The 
Government is to be asked to publish the observations 
of the Royal Fine Art Commission before any design 
is approved. 

The Times in a recent leading article was extremely 
gloomy about both the Colonial Office and Carlton 
House Terrace, referring to them as lost battles. Public 
Opposition is still powerful, but too often comes late in 
the day from lack of information and misleading state- 
ments by Government departments. The Royal Fine 
Art Commission could surely fill this gap by stopping 
bad schemes right at the beginning rather than content- 
ing itself with polite observations on minor details when 
the major harm has been done. If, as I suspect, such 
action would come outside the Commission’s terms of 
reference, then those terms should be revised. 

Let us fight on on both fronts. Write to your 
M.P. now ! 


MECHANISED BUILDING IN DENMARK 


Y picture is taken from a Christmas card sent by 
a member of the Danish A.A. It illustrates the 
following extract from the report of the Danish Building 
Research Institute, 1949-50.“ Mechanisation is also 
making its way into the building industry, albeit hesitat- 
ingly. One set of machines replaces human drudgery, 
another set manufactures building units with greater pre- 
cision than hitherto and, in conjunction with a third set. 
the measuring instruments, pave the way for altogether 
new precision methods with the possibility of the simpli- 
fication of erection of finished units.” (From the Annual 
Report of the Building Research Institute, 1949-1950). 
Speaking as a layman, I should say that the machine 
illustrated was on the whole well designed, although I 
dare say that a visit to the Thatched Barn would tidy 
it up a bit. I would commend particularly the neatly 
designed welfare fitting near the operator’s right hand. 
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Perspective of the winning design by W. N. W. Ramsay, A.R.1.B.A., A.R.I.A.S. 


RESULT OF THE ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION 
FOR THE EXTENSION IN GEORGE SQUARE OF 
EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL 


THE REPORT OF THE ASSESSOR, MR, 


YHIRTY-NINE designs were submitted for this com- 
petition and after an exhaustive examination of all 
the drawings, the study of various reports and the 
checking of areas and costs, I have come to the con- 
clusion that, while none of the designs present an entirely 
satisfactory solution, No. 6 will most nearly do so. 
I therefore award its author the 1st Premium. To the 
author of Design No. 26 I award the 2nd Premium, 
and to that of Design No. 9 the 3rd. 

The Conditions admittedly presented a very diffi- 
cult problem inasmuch as they envisaged the designing 
of a building to give the maximum accommodation on 
that part of the site already available, which at the 
same time would not be out of harmony in form, 
materials and scale with the remainder of George 
Square, whether that remainder was redesigned (as 
proposed by Dr. Holden) or not, and many otherwise 
well considered schemes have failed by neglecting to 
ive due stress to one or other of these‘ somewhat con- 
requirements. 

I find that alone among the competitors the author 
of No. 6, placed first, has designed a facade to George 

, Square which, while not in any way reproducing the 


A. G. MACEERZIE, 
existing 18th century domestic architecture, yet is 
entirely in harmony with it so that the general character 
of the Square may be maintained whether the remainder 
is redesigned or not, and I consider it fortunate that 
as a result of the Competition a design has been obtained 
which goes far to restore the architectural unity of the 
Square, referred to by Sir Patrick Abercrombie in his 
report on the City of Edinburgh as having been 
destroyed by the existing 19th century buildings on the 
site. 

All the accommodation required on the areas set 
apart for Part 1 and Part II respectively has been pro- 
vided, though this cannot be said to have been carried 
out in the most efficient manner. I refer particularly 
to the circulation, the adoption of a uniform width of 
15 feet for classrooms, laboratories, etc., the planning 
of the Physiology Practical Classroom and the placing 
of Dissecting Room No. 2. Many of these faults appear 
to be due to lack of familiarity with the requirements of 
a medical school and they would no doubt be eliminated, 
after further consultation with the heads of Depar:- 
ments, when the modifications envisaged under Clause 
(6) are being prepared. (Continued overleaf) 
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Competition for Medical 
Buildings Extension, 
Edinburgh University 

At the close of the public exhibition 
in Edinburgh of all the designs sub- 
mitted in the above competition the 
three premiated designs will be sent to 
the R.I.B.A. and will be on exhibition 
at 66 Portland Place from Tuesday, 
February 13 to Monday, February 19 
(both dates inclusive) between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. (Saturday 
5 p.m.). 


A.A. Members’ Photographs 


The annual exhibition of photo- 
graphs by members of the Architectural 
Association opened at the A.A. on 
January 31. 

The high standard of technical skill 
noted in the works of past exhibitions 
has been maintained but it is a pity 
that details of exposure, film speed, etc.., 
which used to form an interesting record 
beneath each picture, has been dropped. 

On the whole the subjects chosen md 
rather disappointing. Highly photc 
genic mountain scenery and scenes with 
boats, still seem to be popular. 

Pictures by acknowledged experts, 
Messrs. Norman and Bryan Westwood 
and Colin Penn, are well represented. 
A boy’s head by Mr. R. H. R. Spencer 
and some frosted leaves by Mr. A. 
Bevington, made interesting subjects. 

The exhibition closes on February 23. 


Housing Progress Report 


The number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during 
December was 15,950 compared with 
17,543 in November and 17,603 in 
October. 

This brings the number of permanent 
houses completed during the year to 
date to 198,171 made up as follows: 
January 14,356, February 14,069, March 
19,385, April 14,862, May 17,030, June 
18.107, July 17,013, August 14,945, 
September 17,398, October 17.603, 
November 17.453, December 15,950. 

The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
978,664 (821,518 permanent and 
157,146 temporary). 


Housing Labour Force 


It is estimated that at the end of 
December there were 223,100 men em- 
ployed on the construction of permanent 
houses and preparation of housing 
sites in Great Britain. This figure does 
not include the number of men directly 
employed by local authorities. 


Westminster Hall was reopened to 
the public on February 1. It has been 
closed since it was damaged by enemy 
action in 1941, When Parliament is 
in session, visitors will be admitted on 
Mondays to Thursdays from 10 a.m. 
until one hour before the House meets, 
and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. When Parliament is not in 
session, admission hours will be 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on weekdays, except Good 
Friday and Christmas Day. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


Mr. W. N. W. Ramsay of Messrs: 
C. J. M'Nair, Elder and Ramsay, 
of Glasgow, winner of the competition 
for the Extension in George Square, 
Edinburgh, of the University Medical 
School. 


The 1951-52 school building pro- 
gramme of the L.C.C. for which the 
Minister of Education is prepared to 
allocate £4,500,000, comprises the erec- 
tion of ten county primary and four 
voluntary primary schools, three com- 
prehensive high schools for 2,000 chil- 
dren each, five county additions to 
existing secondary schools, two volun- 
tary secondary schools and war damage 
repair and miscellaneous work to cost 
£354,000. 


* 


COMING EVENTS 


L.M.B.A. 

@February 13, at Horse Shoe Hotel, 
Tottenham Court Road, W.C.1. Area 
General Meeting, Central Area No. 3 


The Housing Centre 

@February 13, at 1.15 p.m. “Five 
Years’ Housing in a Country Dis- 
North Cotswold R.D. 

Incorporated Institute of British 
Decorators 

@February 13, at 6.30 p.m. At the 


Royal Society of Arts. ‘Decorative 
Veneers.” Speaker: L. Ww 
Jenkins. 


The Institution of Structural Engineers 
@February 14, at 5.30 p.m. Joint 
meeting with the Reinforced Concrete 
Association. ‘The Ultimate Strength 
of Prestressed Concrete.” Speaker: 
Professor A. L. L. Baker. 
University of London 


@ February 15, at 5.30 p.m. “Thoughts 


on Architecture To-day.’ Speaker, 
Michael Waterhouse. 


H E 


T r 
W E E K 
4 4 


Architectural Competition 


The Executive of the World Zionist 
Organisation, in conjunction with the 
Board of Trustees for Herzl’s Tomb, 
invite Jewish Architects,*Sculptors and 
Planners throughout the world to sub- 
mit designs in competition for the pro- 
posed Memorial to Herzl’s Tomb, the 
park and the traffic lay-out of the 
immediate vicinity. The design should 
be an expression of the feelings of 
reverence and admiration of the Jewish 
people for Theodor Herzl, who founded 
the World Zionist Organisation. 

Assessors B. Locker—Chairman, 
Jewish Agency, Jerusalem. A. Berach- 
yahu, Engineer—Jewish National Fund, 
Jerusalem. Dr. L. Lauterbach—Sec- 
retary of the Zionist Executive, Jeru- 
salem. J. Metrikin, Architect—Jewish 
Agency, Jerusalem. J, Pinkerfeld, Archi- 
tect—Tel-Aviv. Professor Y. Ratner, 
Architect—Haifa. H. Rau, Architect 
Jerusalem. J, Weitz—Jerusalem. N, J. 
Aslan, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1,—London. 

There are 1! premiums offered total- 
ling £5,000. 

The last day for submitting designs, 
June 21, 1951. 

The Schedule of conditions and par- 
ticulars including photographs of the 
site, may be obtained on application to 
the Secretary, the London Committee, 
Herzl Memorial, 77 Great Russell 
Street, London, W.C.1, enclosing a 
deposit of £2 2s 

* In view of ‘the religious character of 
the project this competition has been 
restricted to members of the Jewish faith, 


Industrial Design 
Competition 


The eighth industrial design com- 
petition organised by the journal Art and 
Industry was sponsored by the Plastics 
Division of I.C.Il. Architectural and 
industrial design students were invited 
to submit plans for a hotel reception 
office, making use of plastics—in 
particular acrylic materials. 

The winner of the first prize (£50) 
was Mr. Henryk Blachnicki, a student 
of the Polish School of Architecture. 
Mr. Andrew Jackson, of Edinburgh, 
was placed second, and another student 
of the Polish School of Architecture, 
Mr. Andrzej Chwalibogowski, received 
third prize. 


+ 


Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, F.R.1.B.A., is NOW 
in Finland on a visit arranged by the 
British Council at the request of Pro- 
fessor Alvar Aalto. He will go on to 
Denmark on February 11 until 16, 
and will give lectures to the Architects’ 
Associations of both countries. 


ADDENDUM 


The Bath & Portland Stone Firms 
Ltd. are supplying and fixing the Port- 
land stonework for the facings of the 
East, South and West elevations of the 
New Printing Works at Nottingham 
for Messrs. Boots Pure Drug Co, Ltd., 
which was illustrated in last week’s 
issue. 
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70 PICCADILLY 
South African 
Tourist 
Association 
architects: j 
JAMES CUBITT & PARTNERS 
in association with j : 
SERGE! KADLEIGH, A.R.1I.B.A 
consulting architect to Cockade Ltd = 
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HE original premises consisted of a dilapidated 

ground floor shop, an uninhabitable basement and, 
at the back, five floors of one room each connected by 
a rotting staircase. The clients required that the 
utmost use should be made of the ground floor. As 
existing, the ground floor level was up two steps from 
the pavement. This timber floor was replaced by a 
concrete floor at pavement level and the basement was 
lowered to make a habitable auditorium. 


The new shop window is an apparently frameless 
glass wall from floor to ceiling, giving striking emphasis 
to the interior. The window is set back to form a small 
recess from the pavement so that the two flank walls 
are partially external and partially internal. One of 
these walls is covered in thin Tino marble slabs, the 
other by an enlarged map of South Africa, impregnated 
in plastic sheets. 


The glazed vertical showcase left of the entrance door 


Hardwood 
Nalag block 


THROUGH WINDOW 


Streed } sinking 


OOR LEVEL 


Ground floor plan, showcase and window details 


which contains an Aloe feature, is powerfully lit and 
is intended to give an exotic touch in keeping with 
South African attractions. 


The main feature of the ground floor interior is the 
curved wooden ceiling of Sycamore slats on a suspended 
wooden frame, the curves being originally set out free- 
hand. It was necessary to conceal the existing plaster 
ceiling which was at various levels and, in this small 
interior, to create the greatest feeling of spaciousness 
possible. It was also necessary to hold together the 
rather straggling areas available. Although the choice 
of this ceiling may appear arbitrary, it has achieved 
what the architects required. 


For the rest, the architects selected all the furniture 
and arranged for it to be specially covered. No suitable 
desk could be found for the Manager, and this was 


therefore specially designed. Light fittings are geern- 
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ant 
; ally from stock, but have been modified in various 
minor ways. For instance, the ‘‘Bullseye’’ lights to the , 


staircase have been provided with metal discs to over- 
come the usual disadvantages that these lights show a'xa'Angte 
up any unevenness in the surrounding surfaces; another 
well-known light fitting was modified by being partly 


recessed into a false ceiling. 
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ADJUSTABLE SHELVING 


The shelving in the picture is fitted along one 
wail in the manager's office on the first 
floor. On the ground floor is a similar fitting, 
the slats are mahogany in its natural finish, 
polished. The shelving is cellulosed. Below, 
is the desk in the manager's office. The 
telephone slab is marble; the filing drawer 
is a standard steel unit. Woodwork is solid 
mahogany or mahogany veneer in its natural 
finish, either polished or cellulosed 
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BOOKCASE FITTING 

GROUND FLOOR 

Colours used are white, black, blue and 
yellow, with the steel bars on the. bottom 
shelf in a natural finish. The hardwood 
panel is mahogany in its natural finish, 
polished. The black marble slabs at each 
end of the fitting form bulkheads to the 
staircase 
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n.d 2° Partition 
block 


Each panel of the partition is ina different 

colour. The centre one is glazed to provide a 

view of the showroom from the assistant 

manager's desk. The whole forms an inter- 

esting termination of the long view down the 
showroom from Piccadilly 


| 
KEY 
— 
A\ | 
. Glass 
1 2 Flush door 
> 
G | P J | 
tris | 
A 
T 
0.0.0: 
{ 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, February 


The top picture shows a casual table behind the 
entrance to the showroom. Below is one of the 
Information Officer's desks which is incorporated 
with the showcases in the west wal!. The frame- 
work for both desks is in hollow square metal 
sections and metal angles. = 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS: HOLLAND & 
HANNEN and CUBITTS LTD. Also respon 
sible for Glazed Shop Front, External Show 
case 

Duct and Fans: Vent-Axia Ltd 


Electrical Installation and External Telephones 
E.M.1. Sales & Services Ltd 


Handrailing and Ironmongery: Knight & Co 
Heating: Weatherfoil Co 


Lettering on Glass and Satour Sign: Pugh Brothers 
Ltd. 


Lettering and Signwriting: The Lettering Centre 


Light Fittings: Merchant Adventurers of London 
Ltd.; J. W. Harker Ltd.; Troughton & Young 
Ltd.; Electrolumination Ltd. (Cald Cathode 
strip Lighting) 


Paving, Marblework and Terrazzo: Jaconello Ltd 
Paxtiles: Newalls Insulation Co. Ltd 
Rails and Ladders: Porter Products Ltd 


Rubber Flooring and Linoleum: Cellulin Flooring 
Co. Ltd 


Sanitary Fittings and Mirrors: John Bolding & 
Sons Ltd 


Wall Panel, Map and Letterbox: Warerite Ltd 
Water Heater: General Electric Co. Ltd 
Window in Manager's Office: W. James & Co. Ltd 


DISPLAYS AND FURNITURE 

Carpet: Afia 

Desk in Manager's Office: Mayfair Displays Ltd 
Desk Maps: Georama Ltd 

Film Profector: Morris & Maguire 

Furniture: Story, Dunns, Tansad, Pel 

Satour Sign Design: H. A. Lunn 


Showcase and Entrance Screen Panel: Cockade Ltd 


70 PICCADILLY, W.1 


for the 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
TOURIST 
ASSOCIATION 


architects: 

JAMES CUBITT 

& PARTNERS 

in association with 
SERGE!I KADLEIGH, A.R.I.B.A 
consulting architect to Cockade Ltd 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Building in Westminster 
GOME modification of the plans for 
the new Colonial Office to be built 
on the site of the old Westminster 
Hospital may be looked for as a result 
of a debate in the House of Lords on 
January 31. While there were differing 
opinions on the suggestion that the site 
should remain an open space—an idea 
which the Government spokesman re- 
jected—there was general agreement 
that second thoughts on the design and 
use of the proposed new building might 
prove best. 

Lord Mottistone chose the recent 
expressions of public opinion in favour 
of some revision of the project as the 
subject of his maiden speech, and him- 
self advocated the erection of a new 
Colonial Office elsewhere unless the 
frontage could be set back to accord 
with the strong representations of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission. The 
clearing of the site, and the production 
of a model of the proposed building, 
had caused many people to think again 
about the best use for a site in so historic 
an area. The model showed that th 
building would bulk forward and rui 
what could be a seemly layout; part of 
the Central Hall would be obscured, 
and the dignity of the approaches to the 
Abbey destroyed. There was appar- 
ently to be only a small setting back of 
the all-important south front of the new 
building. If the accommodation needed 
for the Colonial Office could not be 
found by replanning which would give 
a dignified square, then smaller 
department should be housed in the 


building on this site and another place ~ 


found for the Colonial Office. 

Lord Badeley added the suggestion 
that this other site might well be on the 
south side of the river, where there was 
the huge ruin of Doulton’s porcelain 
works. 

The Archbishop of York summed up 
most,of the objections to the present 
proposal in three questions—was it 
necessary to have a Colonial Office 
extension anywhere; was it necessary 
to have it in that place—where it 
would obscure remarkable views of the 
Abbey and the Central Hall, and occupy 
a site which as an open space would 
constitute a fine memorial for the last 
war; and was it necessary to have a 
building which, by its height, would 
dominate the surrounding buildings. 

Lord Mancroft said they should 
frankly admit that in its previous de- 
cision Parliament had made a mistake. 
The model plan showed clearly what an 
incongruous jumble the heart of the 
Empire would become with a building 
of such proportions thrust into it. 

The Earl of Halifax added some 
general arguments on the need for 
space to display properly London's 
treasures of beauty and distinction. 

These and other appeals for revision 
and reconsideration received support 
from Lord Silkin, a former Minister, 
who acknowledged his share of respon- 
sibility for the acquisition of the site, 
but claimed that it was no discredit to 
anyone to say that their aesthetic sense 
had improved since 1947, 

Viscount Samuel suggested that the 
right solution would probably be to 
set back the frontage of the new 
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building and let the Colonial Office be 
satisfied with less commodious premises. 
Neither Lord Chorley nor Viscount 
Swinton thought it would be reasonable 
to leave the site as an open space. 

Lord Morrison, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Ministry of Works, dis- 
closed that when the public discussion 
on this subject arose a few weeks ago 
the Minister was on the point of calling 
for tenders for the excavations. He 
dwelt on the fact that there was no 
opposition to the proposal in either 
House when the Bill was being passed, 
and spoke of the waste of money as 
well as the delay which any substantial 
change now would involve. The 
Government had no suitable alterna- 
tive site in view for the Colonial Office, 
and to change the site now would mean 
complete replanning of the project and 
involve years of delay. In view of the 
wide public concern, however, the 
Government were giving the matter 
close consideration. They would not 
favour abandoning the site altogether. 
Questions of height, frontage and accom- 
modation were under active considera- 
tion, and as soon as the Government 
reached a decision it would be an- 
nounced. 


Softwood Imports 


Mr. Thomas Reid asked the President 
of the Board of Trade what quantity of 
softwood was imported from the United 
States in 1950, and what quantity was 
expected in 1951; and what quantity was 
imported from all sources in 1950, and 
what quanitity was expected in 1951. 

Mr. Harold Wilson informed him that 
the total imports of 902,000 standards of 
softwood during 1950, 19,000 standards 
were imported from the United States. 
He could not give an exact forecast of 
imports in 1951, but considerably more 
softwood was expected from the United 
States this year; total imports were also 
expected to be larger. (February 1). 


R.1L.C.S. Views on Planning 


The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning was asked by Mr. Black on 
January 30 whether he had considered 
the memorandum issued by the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors en- 
titled “*Defects of the Town and Country 
Planning Act and the Remedies,” and 
what action he proposed to take. Mr. 
Dalton stated that he had already 
adopted some of the suggestions in this 
memorandum, and was considering the 
others. Mr. Braine added the comment 
that the reports of new town develop- 
ment Corporations bore out the mem- 
orandum to the extent that they showed 
that the compensation provisions of the 
Act were likely to cause serious hard- 
ship. 


Building Apprentice Schemes 

The Minister of Works was asked 
(January 30) if, to avoid confusion and 
delay, he would simplify the procedure 
for obtaining approval for the building 
apprentice master schemes by reducing 
the number of departments and interests 
which had to be consulted. Mr. Stokes 
said that he was not aware of any con- 
fusion or delay, but undertook to look 
into any particular case. Mr. Russell 
then said that three Government Depart- 


ments, two organisations, connected 
with the building industry, and at least 
three departments of the local authority 
had to be consulted, and that in 
Wembley the time taken to launch a 
scheme involved just under six months 
of vigorous correspondence. Mr. 
Stokes answered that there were already 
schemes in operation there; a consider- 
amount of taxpayers’ money was in- 
volved, and they did not think another 
was justified. 


Copper Roofs 


Mr. Stokes informed Mr. Turton that 
at Hawkhills, near Easingwold (Yorks) 
six houses had been built with sheet 
copper roofs, and four similar houses 
were in course of erection. The average 
total cost per house was £1,645. The 
cost of sheet copper roofing was esti- 
mated at £52 a house. Mr. Turton 
this asa scandalous waste 
of very scarce metal. Mr. Stokes 
said ‘that he had already looked into the 
matter. There were just four houses 
more on this estate, and he had been 
in touch with the Minister of Supply 
who agreed that these should be com- 
pleted. Probably no more such houses 
would be built. (January 30.) 


Incentives and Materials 

The Minister of Works was asked by 
Mr. Murray what estimates he had 
made of the increased requirements of 
the building industry for materials on 
the introduction of incentive payments 
under the national bonus scheme, and 
how far the materials would be avail- 
able. Mr. Stokes replied that it was 
impossible to forecast precisely the 
effect of the new incentive payments 
scheme, but he had called for a pro- 
duction from the principal building 
materials industries for which he was 
responsible that would provide for a 
substantial increase in requirements. 
(January 30.) 


(From Our Parliamentary 
Correspondent). 


Internal Coverings and 
Rigid Infillings 


The Council for Codes of Practice 
for Buildings has now issued for com- 
ment Sub-codes 124.301, 124.309 and 
124.401, ““Timber Coverings (internal), 
Cork Slab Coverings (internal) and 
Rigid Infillings for Framed Partitions,” 
prepared for the Council by a Committee 
convened by the Incorporated Associa- 
tion of Architects and Surveyors. 

This document consists of the three 
sub-codes named above, each of which 
should be read in conjunction with 
Code 124, “Walls and Partitions of 
Framed Construction (external and 
internal).” 

The Code is in draft form and is 
subject to amendment in the light of 
comments which should be submitted 
by February 24, 1951 

Copies of the Code may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 
24/28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, 
price 5s., post free, reference CP (B) 986. 


\ 
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The Life of Sir Edwin Lutyens 
By Christopher Hussey. 

The Architecture of Sir Edwin 
Lutyens 
Three Volumes. 
with the 
Stewart 
Country 
guineas. 


NEVITABLY the reputation of Sir 
Edwin Lutyens is ata lowebb. To 
many under the age of 40 he probably 
seems a skilful old reactionary, who at 
the most was the best of a contemporary 
bad bunch. To those who have reached 


By A. S. G. Butler 
collaboration of George 
and Christopher Hussey. 
Life Limited. Price 25 


middle age Lutyens still stands as a 
landmark which these volumes will 
undoubtedly make even more im- 


pressive, and they should bring some 
understanding of his genius to a genera- 
tion who have so far ignored the great 
humanist. 

The first impression is one of nos- 
talgia: here are all the old friends, well 
known in the flesh and made familiar 
by the pages of Weaver’s book—Grey 
Walls, Nashdom, Middlefield, Little 
Thakeham and, of course, Heathcote. 
They hold their own and still charm, 
and the charm is not one of period 
Such early works are a small part of 
the great opus, culminating in Delhi 
and the Liverpool Catholic Cathedral. 
The country houses, becoming more 
classical, reach their peak with Ednas- 
ton (1913) and the extraordinary roman- 
tic throwback, Castle Drogo (1910-30) 
After 1914 the country houses are no 
longer typical of the age: it is Delhi, 
the larger works and memorials, that 
show the complete realisation of the 
artist’s personality. 

Sir Edwin was born in 1869, one of 
14 children. A delicate childhood 
saved him from any organised educa- 
tion: instead he roamed the Surrey 
countryside. He went at 16 to the 
Royal College of Art but within two 
years was a pupil of Ernest George 
in whose office at this time were Guy 
Dawber and Herbert Baker. The latter 
became an intimate friend until differ- 
ences at Delhi divided them. 

At the age of 20 he was commissioned 
to build a small country house at 
Crooksbury, near Farnham. Leaving 
Ernest George he started the practice 
which was to be the most important, 
not only of his generation, but of any 
English architect. The early start was 
due to friendship with Miss Gertrude 
Jekyll, a pioneer of modern gardening 
She employed the young architect and 
recommended him to friends To- 
gether they carried out many of the 
gardens which by their formalism and 
architecture broke the romantic tradi- 
tion of the past century. Miss Jekyll’s 
planting softened and unified the 
architect's paving, steps, walls and 
pergolas, which were often fussy and 
overdone. 

Another patron was Hudson, the 
founder of Country Life. He com- 
missioned Deanery Garden (1899), the 
restoration of Lindisfarne Castle (1903) 
and the Country Life Offices (1904) and, 
by the publicity in his magazine, was 
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largely instrumental in bringing Lutyens 
to the fore 

The early influences were Philip 
Morris and Norman Shaw, and 


the Surrey vernacular building which 
from boyhood he observed so thor- 
oughly The use of sound honest 


craftsmanship and local materials was 
a fundamental of the early buildings 
and important. The romantic 
feeling of the period was the obvious 
starting point but, as with Norman 
Shaw, this gave place to the symmetry 
of a “Wrennaissance” (Lutyens’ joke): 
and this in turn to the mature geometric 
classicism of the Cathedral. 

One can agree with Mr. Hussey’s 
interesting speculation: “In this sense, 
Lutyens’ abandonment of picturesque 
composition for the classical and sym- 
metrical was not entirely compensated 
by the height and perfection to which 
he carried the renaissance ideal. One 
is tempted to speculate how he would 
have developed had he not accepted the 
classical regimen but had followed up 
the free empiridism—seen for instance 
in part of the 1898 addition to Crooks- 
bury—to its fuller implications. At 
Deanery Gardens he achieved well 
nigh perfectly that which some Conti- 


nental architects arrived at fumblingly 
i 


aiways 


a decade or so later on the strength of 
fathers of 


they are hailed as 

architecture. Had he not 
rejected quite so decidedly the experi- 
ments of the Glasgow School, but 
explored with his endless inventiveness 
the further possibilities of his early 
jugglings with form-patterns at Crooks- 


which 
modern 


bury, would he not inevitably have been 
led to study the newer methods of 
construction and of using new mater- 


ials Had he done so there would not 
be that sense of finality, of his being 
ultimus Romanorum, the last consum- 
mate exponent of an ageless but, for 
the time being, obsolescent form of 
art, which accompanies one’s admira- 
tion for the accomplished virtuosity of 
his later masterpieces. Instead, might 
we not have been able to say more often 
than conscientiously we can, “herein 
and herein are exemplars for the archi- 
tecture of the future, not full evolved 
perhaps handling its materials, 
concrete, steel and glass, with inventive 
genius and the sensitiveness and artistry 
only attainable through mastery of 
classic logic ? 

The 1912 addition of Folly Farm, a 
picturesque interlude, shows the latent 
possibilities which were to be developed 
in Holland in the 20's. In 
regrets for what might have occurred 
we must feel that Lutyens did completely 
realise his intensely indi- 
vidual architecture, if sterile in that it 
can lead only to imitators, is a complete 
reflection of his age and the final flower 
of the tradition of Jones, Wren, Kent 
and Soane. If we have lost a great 
pioneer and leader we have learnt and 
still learn much from Edwin 
Lutyens 

One lesson is the importance of 
texture Texture can enhance a good 
building and may improve a bad. Think 
of the Victorian buildings which with 
better texture would please others than 
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talents 


} 
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NOTES 


Folly Farm ; The Tank [Vol. |] 


Viceroy s House, New Delhi ; The 
Portico [Vol. II] 


Midland Bank, Poultry [Vol. III] 
From ** The Architecture of Sir Edwin 


Lutyens.”’ 
Country 


Lite Photos 
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Mr. Betjeman and of the functional box 
which instead of growing shabby would 
weather gracefully. One can say 
honestly that every building by Lutyens 
has improved with age; can the same 


‘be said of the works of Corbusier ? 


Britannic House, however unsuitable 
as an office building, is an object lesson 
in the fine weathering of its Portland 
stone. This is doubtless due to the 
battering and vertical recessions which 
allow rain to play over so much of the 
building’s surface. Bricks of good 
colour and texture which we now take 
for granted had in the 90’s to be im- 
ported from Holland and it is largely 
due to Lutyens that such a variety of 
pleasing bricks are now made in Eng- 
land, though alas they still do not com- 
pare with those of the Dutch and never 
will until quality is again as important 
as quantity. 

One has been brought up to believe 
that Lutyens was a poor planner and 
the inconvenience of his country houses 
is quoted. The majority of these houses 
were built before 1914 and for rich 
people, who, as a matter of course, 
required the Servants’ Halls, Still 
Rooms, Brushing Rooms and Men’s 
Rooms which expanded the service 
wings and divorced the Dining Roo 
from the Kitchen. Judged by presen 
day standards these houses are madly 
inconvenient, but, as Mr. Butler points 
out, in that age of plenty, lubricated by 
an abundance of good servants, they 
were all that was required. House- 
keepers, butlers and cooks had been 
interviewed to find out the requirements 
of their respective departments. It can, 
however, be said that the space and 
importance given to Halls, Staircases 
and Passages is disproportionate and 


that in many houses, however large. 


there is a scarcity of really comfortable 
Sitting Rooms. Though sacrifices were 
made for effect both inside and out, all 
Lutyens’ buildings display a mastery of 
three dimensional planning. Nowhere 
is this better expressed than in the 
Viceroy’s House at Delhi, where the 
complicated requirements of an elab- 
orate Court are welded into a monu- 
mental mass, made up of a variety of 
fascinating and beautiful shapes, set 
amidst amazing gardens; and the whole 
presided over by the glorious dome. 
Here is a palace unrivalled in the past 
and unlikely to be excelled. 

What is eminently right for a Vice- 
roy’s Palace, a cathedral or a monument, 
built of solid masonry to endure for 
centuries and expressing the continuity 
of an empire or a religion is not en- 
tirely appropriate to offices in the City 
of London, even if they be the palace 
of a great bank or corporation. Lutyens’ 
buildings in the City show his virtuosity 
and assimilation of classic forms; they 
have grandeur and beauty of propor- 
tion and detail, but the immense 
solidity and elaborate modelling in 
depth, however masterly, are not com- 
patible with steel frames and city 
streets. These buildings, though im- 
measurably superior to the majority of 
their fellows, for example the inept 
vulgarity of Baker’s Bank of England, 
do not warrant all the praise bestowed 
by Mr. Butler, who waxes particularly 
lyrical over the elaborate concoction 
for Reuters in Fleet Street. This is 
the last (1935) of the city series and 
with large windows and plain wall 
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surfaces makes some concession to 
modern requirements and feeling. In 
the earlier buildings it is as if the banker 
had been squeezed into the exquisite 
embroidered coat of a forbear; and, 
however tight and uncomfortable, the 
tailor has made an excellent fit. For 
Reuters some modernisation and letting 
out was attempted and the result 
is a compromise; also an excellent 
example of the futility, now generally 
recognised, of adapting past styles, 
however lovely, to unsuitable modern 
conditions. 

When we consider the designs for 
the Liverpool Catholic Cathedral, we 
tind an analogy not with a coat but a 
cope. A cope is mor> voluminous than 
a coat and it should fit as well in 1950 
as in 1550, its function having altered 
little. The design of a cathedral can- 
not therefore be judged in the same way 
as one for an office building or a 
factory, it must express the continuity 
of the Christian religion. Lutyens has 
done this and created a building of the 
size of St. Peter's, but with a masterly 
building up of elements that should 
give a scale which St. Peter’s does not 
possess. Its cost will be astronomical 
and we can but pray that one day it 
will be completed—not without some 
modification. 

It is impossible in a review to cover 
the enormous field so brilliantly dis- 
played in these impressive volumes. 
Mr. Hussey gives a vivid account of the 
architect’s life and work and reveals a 
delightful puckish fellow, whose im- 
mensely hard-working life was entirely 
devoted to his art. His whimsicality, 
often too apparent in his work, hid a 
shy and intensely serious character. 
The three large volumes of the Archi- 


_tecture illustrate, with excellent photo- 


graphs and reproduction of working 
drawings, a thorough selection of the 
various sides of the immense output. 
The drawings show the care and study 
taken over the proportioning of the 
Orders and refinements of curvature— 
for example the Cenotaph—not at- 
tempted since the Greeks. Mr. Butler 
describes the buildings with care and 
much thoughtful and suggestive critic- 
ism. He explains the elaborate system 
of mathematical proportioning which 
Lutyens finally evolved, a discipline in 
which he saw a way out of the existing 
architectural chaos, but one so tied to 
classical proportions and divorced from 
structure, that it is difficult to see it as 
a panacea. Together the team and 
publishers have produced a fine and 
fitting memorial to an English architect 
who had genius, the first since Sir John 
Soane to whom er word can with 
confidence be applied. 

GEDDES HYSLOP. 


The Work of Oscar Niemeyer 


By Stamo Papadaki. Price $8-50 
(68/-). 
Contemporary Structure in 
Architecture 


By Leonard Michaels. 


(68/-). 
Both published by Reinhold Pub- 
Corporation, New York, 
S.A. 


THE Reinhold Publishing Corpora- 
: tion of New York have recently 
issued two excellent architectural books. 


Price 50. 


The first is concerned with the work of 
the Brazilian Architect, Oscar Niemeyer, 
and gives a complete survey of his work 
from 1937 onwards. Niemeyer has been 
very considerably influenced by Le 
Corbusier with whom he came into 
contact, when Corbusier was appointed 
as consultant to the new Ministry of 
Education and Health building in Rio 
de Janiero. This building, designed by a 
group of Brazilian architects including 
Niemeyer, is probably the most suc- 
cessful contemporary civic building in 
the world, the extensive use of adjust- 
able sunshade louvres painted blue on 
the north facade creates a fascinating 
animated pattern of light and shadow. 
In common with other buildings de- 
signed by Niemeyer, and illustrated in 
this book, considerable use has been 
made on the Ministry of sculptural 
groups and wall mosaics in coloured 
ceramic tiles. All the buildings illus- 
trated show Niemeyer’s preoccupation 
with the plastic results of his designs, in 
the use of flowing curved shapes, bold 
contours and an intense feeling for 
pattern and texture. Thirty-six build- 
ings are illustrated including many 
projects, in some cases sketches of 
rejected solutions are shown in the 
Corbusier manner which help the reader 
to follow the designer’s line of thought 
which led to the finally selected scheme. 

The whole feeling of the book, in- 
cluding the method of presentation, is 
strongly reminiscent of the Corbusier 
publications, and this is not surprising 
as the author Stamo Papadaki, a 
member of the Design Department of 
Brooklyn College and consultant art 
director to Progressive Architecture, 
has also written a similar book on 
Corbusier and his work. 

The range of buildings designed by 
Niemeyer is very wide and includes 
houses, schools, churches, stadia, hotels, 
factories and public buildings, but 
because many of the schemes were com- 
missioned by public authorities the 
length of time between project drawings 
and completed building has been 
unduly long, in addition some have been 
abandoned as the result of a change in 
political control. The interesting Muni- 
cipal Theatre for Belo Horizonte, 
illustrated on pages 112-115 has for 
example been abandoned with the 
structure up to first floor level owing to 
a change in the administration of 
Belo Horizonte. 

This book is one of the most stimu- 
lating architectural publications seen 
in this country for a long time, its 
presentation, layout and illustrations 
are all delightful, and the only criticism 
that can be made apart from the high 
cost is that more and better drawings 
and some structural details would have 
completed its usefulness. 


The publication of an American book 
written by an English architect is an 
unusual event, and Contemporary Struc- 
ture in Architecture by Leonard Michaels 
is an unusual book. It consists of an 
analysis of practically every major 
structural system, illustrated with an 
amazingly wide range of photographs 
from every country in the world. The 
first half of the book considers the 
skeleton frame and the various methods 
of forming and jointing the framing 
members, whether timber, steel or 
concrete, in relation to single and 
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mulit-storey buildings. Consideration 


is also given to the various ways of 


forming the horizontal infilling to a 
structural frame, the structural slab and 
the structural shell. 

The second half of the book deals 
with the relationship of structure to 
architectural design, and underlines the 
importance of relating structure to 
plan, section and massing when de- 
signing a contemporary building. 

The illustrations, nearly 250 in 
number, form a major part of the 
book, and the care with which they 
have been selected, together with 
the remarkable completeness of their 
range, makes the book invaluable to 
any architect who considers seriously 
the relationship of the structure of 
his buildings to their final form. The 
author has wisely included a large 
number of progress photographs show- 
ing various structural systems in course 
of erection, as well as illustrations of 
completed buildings. Many of the 
photographs show well-known contem- 
porary buildings from new angles, in 
many cases producing pictures which 
are less selfconscious than the care- 
fully posed “architectural photographs, 
but which are of much greater interest 
to the architect as they show the build- 
ings in question in a more realistic 
light. 

The book is completed by a very 
comprehensive bibliography which is of 
considerable value in its own right. 
Leonard Michaels, who took a degree 
at Cambridge and then completed his 
architectural training at the Regent 
Street Polytechnic School of Architec- 
ture, is a member of the MARS 
group and an associate of the R.1.B.A. 
His book has an introduction by Eric 
Mendelsohn and Professor R. A. 
Cordingly, both of whom have taken 
a considerable interest in the publishing 
of this book, which was originally sub- 
mitted as a thesis for the Regent Street 
Polytechnic Architectural School 
diploma examination. 

There has for some time been an 
“extraordinary lack of co-ordination 
between structural engineering and 
architecture’’ and Contemporary Struc- 
ture in Architecture goes a long way in 
filling this gap in architectural litera- 
ture 

The typography of the book is ex- 
cellent, and the only shortcoming is the 
poor quality of many of the drawings: 
the use of a good stencil lettering would 
have made a great improvement. 

Although these two books are ex- 
pensive, 68s. each, they are both to be 
strongly recommended to contemporary 
architects and architectural students, 
and would both be an excellent way of 
using surplus Christmas beok 
tokens. 

EDWARD D. MILLS. 


The Architecture of Ancient 
G reece 
By William Bell Dinsmoor, 3rd 
Edition: Batsford, London, 30s. net. 


HIS is the best book on the architec- 

ture of ancient Greece in all its ses, 
that has yet been published in English. 
Out-of-print for so long, it is now re- 
published in a new edition with many 
additions and revisions. The second 
edition (1927) revising that of Anderson 


Mr. Leonard Michaels, M.A., A.R.1.B.A., 
Author of ‘Contemporary Structure in 
Architecture.”’ 


and Spiers—The Architecture of Greece 
and Rome—was Originally revised during 
the last war and a long preface, which 
is dated 1944, is included in the present 
edition; this does not mean that there 
was an edition during the war, but that 
the book was then also revised to that 
date. For some reason or another, 
the work seems tb have been “mislaid” 
and has only now been republished as 
the 3rd edition. There have been, 
therefore, two complete revisions which 
culminate in this new edition; the 
book has gained in size, authority and 
in up-to-dateness in consequence. 

The work is extremely well annotated 
throughout, but the monumental biblio- 
graphy at its end is probably the most 
comprehensive and certainly the most 
up-to-date in print. Some fifty-five 
new illustrations have been added or 
substituted and on the whole the illus- 
trations serve adequately the whole of 
the text. It is, however, a pity that 
those taken over from the original 
edition have not been more carefully 
remade or new ones brought into use; 
for example, the retouched frontispiece 
or the tired look of some others, of 
which plate XLII] is one, slightly 
militate against the full effectiveness 
of this erudite book. In some of the 
plans north points have been omitted 
(e.g. Figs. 117 and 118) and, for some 
of these, there are textural references 
to the points of the compass. 

4 very useful short Glossary and 
comparative dimension-tables of all 
the Greek temples (in feet and metres) 
have been included and the book is 
very well indexed. Proof-reading has 
been thorough, for there appear to be 
but few slips or misplacements (one may 
be noted on p. 290, 2nd paragraph, 
where “hexastyle’” should surely be 
“tetrastyle”’). 

It is difficult to refrain from obtaining 
an impression of the general outlook of 
the author by means of quotations and 
the following is taken from the new 
introduction: “Our business is to impart 
the lessons of architectural history in 
such a light as to give the architectural 
student a clear apprehension of the 
historic significance of style. Nothing is 
more likely to wean him from the misuse 
or feeble copyism of its characteristics 
than a grasp of their relationship to 
surrounding circumstances... In 
what way to use tradition is the prob- 
lem of modern architecture. In earlier 
days an architect’s retrospect was boun- 


ded by the works of his grandfather, or 
at most by the primitive arts of his own 
district. But now there is this differ- 
ence, that it ranges over the larger 
traditions of all architectural history, 
choosing the good and refusing the 
bad, and doubtless out of this selective 
use will come in the fullness of time 
a living art as noble as Greek, more 
cosmopolitan than Roman, and per- 
fectly characteristic of the age we live in.” 

This book is very welcome and should 
be in the hands of all serious students 
and on the shelves of scholars, for their 
reference, for a good number of years 
to come. 

S. ROWLAND PIERCE. 


The Dome 
A Study in the History of Ideas. 
By E. Baldwin Smith. Princeton 
University Press. $7.50. 


His book must inevitably prove to 
be most alarming and disquieting 
to the young student of architectural 
history. It is goodbye to the com- 
fortable theory that the dome was simply 
a utilitarian form of masonry vaulting 
which originated somewhere in Asia 
Minor, was used on a grand scale by 
the Romans, and was further developed, 
by means of pendentives, in Byzantine 
times. In its place we are confronted 
with something very like Mr. John Sum- 
merson’s aedicular theory. Regardless 
of the materials with which a dome can 
be built, it is now shown to have an 
intense ideological and sepulchral 
association far back in history. It was 
the shape of the ancient ancestral home, 
the heavenly bowl, the divine helmet, 
the cosmic egg. A clue to this origin 
is found in the derivation of our modern 
word “dome” from the Greek and Latin 
domus, and it was used throughout the 
early civilised world to describe a 
revered house, a Domus Dei. 

The dome appears to have been first 
constructed in pliable materials in the 
primitive shelter, and was much later 
translated into a more permanent 
structure to make a durable resting- 
place for the gods and divine rulers. 
Although the author is not able to 
trace the beginnings of domical design 
in all the different areas of antiquity, 
or check with their parallel development 
in retarded cultures to-day, he has 
provided a convincing argument against 
the accepted theory that the masonry 
dome originated in Syria. This argu- 
ment is presented in monumental form 
—the book measures some 12 in. x 9 in. 
and is 1} in. thick—and is reinforced 
by references to original literary sources 
and to numismatics, and by some 228 
illustrations which are grouped to- 
gether at the end of the book. As these 
illustrations are all line blocks, they 
would have fitted in more happily in 
the text itself, and in view of the fact 
that many plans and sections are pub- 
lished here for the first time, it is a 
pity that some indication of scale was 
not given. 

But these are minor criticisms. The 
problem of the origin of the dome can 
no longer be satisfactorily answered by 
the Orient oder Rom controversy. 
Baldwin Smith has shown in a most 
convincing way that there were various 
domical traditions in both the East and 
the West, and that the dome evolved at 
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a very early stage of man’s develop- 
ment, long before there were monu- 
mental temples and churches with 
domes of stone or brick, to express a 
symbolic ideology. 


CECIL STEWART. 


Town and Country Planning 

Textbook 

Edited by A. P. R. R. £2 2s. 
[VERY planning office is desperate 

for qualified and experienced plan- 
ning assistants. The future looks bleak 
in this respect. There are insufficient 
schools for the training of planners, or 
perhaps it would be more appropriate 
to say far too few attending the too few 
schools. Those struggling to qualify 
externally are finding it very hard going, 
so hard that many will fall by the way- 
side. This coming year’s entrants for 
the Intermediate and Final Examina- 
tions of the Joint Board will, it is feared, 
be the lowest numerically for many 
years. The recent changes in the 
syllabus have made it far more difficult 
for the external student. As one student 
aptly put it, the dice is heavily loaded 
against them. 

It is with this background in mind) 
that | welcome the publication of this 
textbook. 1 might add that it has like- 
wise been welcomed by the whole of 
my office staff, who, owing to difficul- 
ties of distance from a School of Plan- 
ning and finance, are having to study 
independently and at nights. The 
reason for this appreciation of the book 
in planning circles, both by student and, 
qualified planners, is that the aim of the 
book is to provide the student with as 
complete a course of study in the theory 
and practice of Town and ‘Country 
Planning ‘as is possible within the 
compass of a single volume. No small 
task, and it has necessitated a volume of 
over 600 pages and 3 inches in thick- 
ness. 

The object of the Authors has been 
to meet the needs of those students who 
are unable to attend a school of planning 
recognised by the Town Planning In- 
stitute, but who may wish to pursue 
their studies in their own time and sit 
for the external examinations of the 
Institute. The answer is a correspond- 
ence course in book form. A corres- 
pondence course for £2 2s. As a book 
only, the price is high for students but 
if looked upon as a correspondence 
course it is remarkably cheap. 

When the Schuster Committee pub- 
lished its findings on the Fagan 
of planners some of the daily papers 
heralded the publication ““How to be a 
Planner for 2s. 6d... The authors of 
this book quite wisely do not claim 
that by reading the contents you will 
become a planner. ‘Just as planning is 
not the work of one brain but rather the 
result of a joint effort of many indi- 
viduals trained previously in different 
specialist fields, so the evolution of this 
book should be recognised as the pro- 
duct of such a team.” The results of 
the team are chapters giving outlines of 
a number of subjects of which the 
planner must be aware before he can 
arrive at judgments or make sound 
proposals. The planner must know the 


possibilities and limitations of each of 


them, and recognise the stage at which 
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expert advice is necessary. So as to 
assist the planner, the aim of the book 
has been to give him some grounding 
in the main principles of practice and 


theory of each aspect of planning. If 


he desires to supplement any particular 
subject, a very comprehensive biblio- 
graphy is provided. 

Many students will have found diffi- 
culty in procuring textbooks dealing 
with all subjects and to meet this diffi- 
culty more emphasis has been given to 
subjects which are not yet fully treated 
in standard works. 

There are eight main sections, each 
section being sub-divided into par- 
ticular aspects of the main subject. The 
general sections deal with geography; 
planning surveying; social surveying: 
transport; industry and power; law 
and economics; and conclusion. 

The introduction is by Professor 
Holford and is a masterly contribution 
to planning. It is brimming with 
wisdom combined with that quality 
which should be found in all true plan- 
ners—commonsense. I cannot refrain 
from quoting one sentence from this 
introduction: “Do not make any plan- 
ning scheme dependent on develop- 
ments which you can neither initiate 
nor control.” It will be interesting to 
see how many schemes fall down on this 
simple but vital point. 

The Association for Planniag and 
Regional Reconstruction, the School of 
Planning and Research for Regional 
Development and the various authors 
of the chapters, are to be congratulated 
for their contribution to the cause of 
planning and particularly for the help 
this book will bring to the many external 
students struggling against odds which 
have not been by any means lightened 


by the new syllabus. 


The Town Planning Review 


HE latest issue, Number 3 of Volume 

21 of the Town’ Planning Review, 

has managed not only to maintain its 

usual high standard, but has in this 

issue combined both an instructional 

and interesting series of articles. This 

has been achieved by a careful selection 

of topics and what is equally important, 

the contributors of the topics are of a 
very high standing. 

Who is better qualified to write on 
Ebenezer Howard than F. J. Osborn ? 
As this year marks the centenary of 
Ebenezer Howard's birth, the Review 
publishes in this number on interpreta- 
tive study of his life and the evolution 
of his ideas. Mr. Osborn in the articles 
draws upon the experience of sixteen 
years’ collaboration with him. 

The historiéal article by R. W. 
Hutchinson is devoted to Prehistoric 
Town Planning in Crete. With the full 
knowledge that I may be criticised by 
the younger school of being old- 
fashioned, I must admit | enjoyed Mr. 
Hutchinson’s article. He not only has 
a practical knowledge of his subject, 
but can make it most interesting. 

S. L. G. Beaufoy contributes an 
article on Well Hall Estate, Eltham, and 
with a twinkle in his eyes as he wrote the 
title added a sub-titlke—*‘an example of 
good housing built in 1915.” The Editor 
in introducing Mr. Beaufoy states he 
“has had a very wide experience in 
planning.” Putting it another way, 
planning in this country owes much to 
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Mr. Beaufoy; more than will ever be’ 
realised. Only those who worked with 


him in the Ministry in the early days, 
and those planning officers who had 
the fortune to meet him in the field, have 
any conception of his unceasing faith 
and drive in the cause of planning, 
particularly three-dimensional. 

His present article should be read by 
all who have any interest in “good 
housing.” 

Henry T. Hough, City Engineer, 
Planning Officer and Surveyor to the 
Liverpool Corporation, writes on the 
large corporate estate which Liverpool 
has for over three centuries been building 
up. 
Professor Allen contributes the sixth 
of the Review's series of articles on 
planning schools. Durham University 
was the first in Britain to organise an 
undergraduate course in planning. 

M. E. TAYLOR 


One Thousand Years 
The story of ancient 
By the Rev. L. 
man Publ. Coy. 


Barton. 
(Church- 


Earls 
A. Ewart. 
5s.) 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE is best 
known to students of church 
architecture for the supreme quality of 
its work from the 13th century onwards, 
in particular for its magnificent collec- 
tion of spires that can been seen in their 
dozens from some of the county’s 
elevated points. But in the churches of 
Brixworth, Barnack and Earls Barton, 
the county also has three of our greatest 
pre-Conquest treasures, and this little 
book (whose price one wishes were 
less) gives much information both on 
the church and the general history of 
Earls Barton. The quality of the worlde 
famous tower, with its Saxon balusters, 
doors, windows, long and short quoins, 
15th century battlements, and elaborate 
10th century adornment in a pattern 
of pilaster strips, is apparent from the 
photographs alone, and among a wide 
range of religious and historical matter 
Mr. Ewart tells no more of the archi- 
tectural importdnce of his church's 
tower than can be deduced from 
many of the standard works. But he 
does well to point out that the church 
has other merits, notably in its rich 
Norman work and good 15th century 
screen; these are two features in which 
Northants, for all its being a church- 
trotter’s paradise, is not otherwise 
rich. It is therefore a pity that the pic- 
tures do not include one of the chevron 
moulding and beak heads of the South 
door. One mistake Mr. Ewart has 
allowed to creep in: medieval rood 
lofts can be supported by fan vaultings, 

but not fan tracery, for tracery can only 
be in windows and fan tracery does not 
exist. The church apart, it is also inter- 
esting to know that Earls Barton’s old 
manor has been converted into modern 
flats, and when describing the church 
Mr. Ewart takes account of the modern 
furnishings and heating arrangements. 
He has also provided a novel solution 
to ‘the internal problem of finding 
church lights. When you want to 
study his chancel on a dull day you 
do not hunt for a switchbox in the 
vestry. You put sixpence in a slot meter 
anc so get three minutes of electric 
light. 

BRYAN LITTLE 
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This year's President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
Councillor Stephen Hudson whose p ) 
graph was published in the A. & B.N. of 
January 19, 1951, is a Director of the firm 
of Robert Hudson & Sons (Contractors) 
Lid., of Sunderland. The business was 
founded by his grandfather in 1872. The 
firm carries out a wide variety of general 


contract work and a certain amount of local 
authority housing work 

Born in 1902, Mr. Hudson was educated 
at Bede School, Sunderland, and at Sedbergh 
He is married and has on 
daughter 

In addition to his business, Mr 
Hudson is a Director of the North of England 
Building Society and was formerly Chairman 


son and 


on 


own 


of the Wearside Housing Asscciation 

Mr. Hudson has been the Councillor for 
the Thornhill Ward of Sunderland since 
1944 and as Conservative candidate con- 
tested the Sunderland North division in the 
General Election of February, 1950. He is a 
member of the Sunderland Rotary Club and 
has been Hon. Treasurer of the Durham 
Road Methodist Church since 1941. He is 


also the Hon. Organist at this Church 
During World War Il, he served 
part-time Company Officer in the 
Fire Service 
SENIOR 
Mr. J. lan 
director Thomas 
huilding and civil engineering contractors 
of Burton-on-Trent The firm, 
branches in London and Birmingham 
founded in 1825 
Mr 


at Pembroke 


as a 
National 


VICE-PRESIDEN1 

Robertson, FA.O.B., is a 
of Lowe & Sons Lid 
which has 


was 


Robertson, who is 44 educated 
Lodge, Bournemouth, and 
Clifton College. During the war he served 
in North Africa and Italy with Royal 
Engineers and was mentioned in despatches 


1946 


was 


Since Mr. Robertson has been a 
member of the Midland Regional Joint 
Committee for the Building Industry and 
hecame its Chairman in 1948. He is also a 
member of the Joint Advisory Committee 
to No.9 Region of the Ministry of Works 


OF THE N.F.B.T.E 


Mr. Jj. lan F.1.0.B., Senior 
President of the National Federation 
Building Trades Employers. 


Robertson, 


Vice- 


of 


SIX 


February ‘ 5 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS 
Annual Dinner and General Meeting 
the annual dinner of the National Federation of Building Trades Employers at the 
Dorchester Hotel on Tuesday, January 30 was notable, quite apart from its success as a 


social evening, for the excellence of the after dinner speeches. There were lively and good 


natured exchanges between Mr. Robert O. Lloyd who proposed the toast of His Majesty's 
Government and Mr. Richard Rapier Stokes, Minister of Works who replied. 


Councillor Stephen Hudson who was elected President at the Annual General Meeting 
proposed the toast of the guests in a speech which augured well for his term of office. The 
impression the new President created was one of great sincerity coupled with a delightful 
sense of humour. The Dowager Marchioness of Reading replied for the guests in a speech 
which matched in wit those of the men speakers. 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
of the 
NATIONAL FEDERATION 


TRADES 


MEETING 


OF BUILDING 
EMPLOYERS. 


Opening the annual general meeting of the Federation which took place on January 31, 
Mr. Robert O. Lloyd, the retiring President referred to the Defence Plan and its likely effects 
on the building industry 

Mr. Lloyd warnings are necessary 
building in the Prime Minister's defence speech. 


said Iwo in connection with the reference to civil 


he first is that experience has shown that a reduction in the licensing limit merely drives 


work into the black market. 

Phe second is that the provision of houses should be regarded as part and parcel of our 
defence programme 

One of the lessons of the last war was that if there is a shortage of living accommodation, 
schemes such as those for the evacuation of mothers and children, for the billeting of troops 
snd transferred war-workers, and for the finding of shelter for those whose homes are des- 
troyed by air-raids, cannot properly be carried out. The need for accommodation is serious 
and unless housing is speeded up we might well find ourselves in an impossible posit 
the event of war 

his is no time for political prejudice. We want more houses at the lowest possible cost 
to the rates and taxes. This can be done if Mr. Dalton makes it one of his first jobs to sweep 
away the 4: | ratio. To force families who are willing to build at no cost to public funds, to 
live in heavily subsidised municipal dwellings is false economy. 

Until the materials pipe-lines are full, our efforts to achieve greater efficiency and reduced 
costs, by means of better planning in advance, of improved site organization, of the better 
training of all from the management down to the operative, and of the introduction of pay- 
ment by results schemes on a wider basis, will be seriously handicapped. No operative can 


be expectec 


ve of his best when he realizes that by so doing he is working himself out of 
materials and possibly out of a job. We know that the defence programme will make heavy 


demands on those materials, we most urgently need, such as bricks, steel, cement and timber. 


But we must have those essential materials. 

We do not know yet what precise claims the defence programme will make upon us. Some 
switching from one type of work to another seems inevitable. In any event, our duty now is 


from the reports of the Working Party and of the American Team, to step up 
efficiency in every direction, and to go all out in a determined effort to introduce payment 
by results schemes under new agreement on every possible job 
other 


Rise in cost transcends all 
consideration.” 


\ report of the discussion which took place on the annual report is on page 187 


THE 


Extracts from the 73rd 


ANNUAL REPORT 
{nnual Report of the N.F.B.T.E. 


T= task immediately before the Building Industry, and equally every other industry, 
is to do whatever is possible in the prevailing conditions to incregse its efficiency in order 


that. by higher productivity, the harsh economic consequences of rearmament, although 
they cannot be avoided, may be mitigated. The lessons to be learned, by individual members 
of the industry as well as by H.M. Government and the national organizations, from the 
reports of the Working Party and the Anglo-American Productivity Team are thus shown 
to have an even greater importance than was apparent at the time of their publication. 
Through circumstances largely beyond its control, the Building Industry has been pre- 
vented from equalling the great increases in productivity which other industries have 
registered since the end of the war. We do not doubt, however, that in the emergency now 


facing the nation, our industry will display the same spirit as in the dark days of 1940, 
but... the time for making the effort is now. 

“We do not know at this stage precisely what will be the effect of the rearmament p 

gramme upon the Building Industry.” says the Report. “If the present state of ‘luke-wart 


war the cost of rearmament may compel the Government to reduce its expenditure 
in other directions and, in spite of ministerial protests, 


continues 


the subsidized housiag programme may have to be curtailed.”’ 
The Re 


progr 


points out that housing generally, and particularly the size of the housing 
has tended increasingly to become a party political issue and quotes from the 
(continued on page 187) 
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STRUCTURE A7/1 
FIXING 


Fixing plugs or inserts, as 
shown in the picture, can 
be cast into concrete walls 
to avoid subsequent drill- 
ing. The plugs are made 
from cementatious powders 
and asbestos. The details 
show typical “‘inserts 
which will cake any type of 
wood screw 


SERVICES B3/11 
HEATING 


No longer new, having 
been first produced in 1948, 
this electric airing cup- 
board heater consumes 1 
unit every 10 hours The 
heater weighs 5 |b., has a 
3 in. projection and mea- 
sures 6 in. high by 20} in. 
in length. Finish is in ivory 
tan. Cost including pur- 
chase tax is £3 11s. Sd 


SERVICES B18 
LIGHTING 


A new fitting housing two 
BO0-wact fluorescent 
lamps. Alternative designs 
of diffuser are shown. The 
louvred pattern is suitable 
where high level display 
lighting is required. End 
caps are of opal ‘‘Perspex”’ 
The control gear and special 
shallow chassis are the 
same for both models 
Starter switch and quick- 
start control (the latter at 
slightly increased cost) 
are available. Overall 
dimensions are 5 ft. 74 in 
long by 12 in. wide by 
4} in. deep 


SERVICES B19 
LIGHTING 


Designed to meet the 
demand for economical 
floodlighting for che Festival 
of Britain, this new model 
is a wide angle type with a 
rust-proofed stove enamel- 
led sheet-steel body. The 
price is £12. The angle of 
throw can be adjusted and 
colour screens can be 
fitted. The frame for the 
toughened glass front over- 
laps the body to provide 
ventilation without mors- 


ture penetration 


| MOSAICS 


The names and addresses of manu- 
facturers of any item illustrated in 
MOSAICS, together with more 
detailed information relating to 
their products—including price 
and availability—will be forwarded 
to readers on request. 
Letters should quote the serial 
number and be addressed to : 
The Associate Editor, 
The Architect and Building News, 
Dorset House, 
Stamford Street, S.E.1. 


Please mark the envelope MOSAICS. 


CORRECTION 


In the Mosaics Index published in the A. 
& B.N. of January 26, 1951, item C6/1 was 
wrongly attributed to Messrs. Crane. This 
should read :- 


C6/1—Gas Cooker 8.12.50 
De Ia Rue Ltd. 


M.o.W. LECTURES 


February 13 


Introduction to Site Costing for Builders. 
7.0 p.m. at the Technical College, 
WORKINGTON 


February 14 


Good Practice in Plumbing. 
7.0 p.m. at Creighton School, Strand 
Road, CARLISLE. 
Mechanisation of Small Jobs 
8.0 p.m. at South East London Technical 
College, LEWISHAM WAY, S.E.4. 
Structural use of Steel in Building. 
7.15 p.m. at Reception Room, Guildhall, 
KINGSTON-UPON-HULL. 
Introduction to Programming and Pro- 
gressing for Builders. 
7.15 p.m. at the Civic Centre, Guildhall, 
SWANSEA. 

February 15 
The Building (Safety Health and Welfare) 
Regulations, 1948. 
7.15 p.m. at the Town Hall, KIRK- 
CALDY. 


February 19 


Essentials of Good Concreting. 

7.15 p.m. at Little Theatre, Education 
Buildings, Guild Street, BURTON-ON- 
TRENT. 


February 20 


Mining Subsidence Problems Affecting 
Housing Construction. 
7.15 p.m. at the Technical College, 
Bell Street, WAKEFIELD 
Some Mechanical Aids Developed for 
Building. 
7.0 p.m. at William Newton School, 
Junction Road, Norton, STOCKTON- 
ON-TEES. 
Site Investigation. 

p.m. at the Technical College, 
Manchester Road, BOLTON. 
The Building (Safety Health and Welfare) 
Regulations, 1948. 
7.15 p.m. at West Hall, Christian 
Institute, Bothwell Street, GLASGOW. 
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GOOD, BAD OR INDIFFERENT ? 


Fittings for Sanitary 
Appliances 


HAVE noticed from time to time some 

very poor traps and waste fittings for 
Sanitary appliances and many of these may 
be expected to cause trouble sooner or 
later. Two of the main defects are—rough 
interior surfaces and poor plated finishes 
although the latter do not directly affect 
efficiency of operation. 

Before installation it is wise to examine 
all cast traps very carefully to see that they 
are reasonably smooth internally where 
roughness causes the adherence of grease 
and hair and ultimate stoppage, and also 
make sure that there are no sand holes 
which have been plugged or patched. The 
normal types of cast traps have been made 
of brass, which is, of course, a copper 
alloy, and are sometimes of very variable 
quality as they are often made from scrap 
metal. A later development has been to 
make traps of hot pressings when the 
material has to be of a consistent quality, 
usually rather better than that used for 
the cast brass types and the resultant 
product is usually more satisfactory and 
gives a better surface for plated fiaishes 

The most recent development is the solid 
drawn copper trap made from copper 
tube. This seems to have a number of 
advantages and they are so easy to install 
and to maintain. This type of trap often 
does not need an inspection eye as the trap 
is made in two pieces, one of which is 
easily moved for cleaning by disconnecting 
at each end. These traps are available in 
1} in., 14 in. and 2 in. sizes with 14 in. or 
3 in. seals. A point which needs watching 
when they are used under baths is they may 
come very near the floor, dependent on 
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the height of the feet of the bath. 

When special finishes such as plating are 
required this type of trap lends itself to 
good plated finishes rather better than do 
the cast and hot pressed types. When 
special finishes such as chromium plating 
are needed they usually have to be ordered 
and it is wise to be sure that chromium 
plated types have been first coated with 
nickel. Traps are subjected to very rapid 
temperature changes which makes good 
quality plating specially desirable. Cast 
copper alloy traps are probably rather less 
susceptible to external damage than solid 
drawn copper or lead. Rumour has it that 
a revision of B.S.1184, which covers brass 
and copper traps, is being prepared and will 
include the solid drawn type 

Solid drawn copper traps in two pieces 
with a centre joint are very useful for 
installation in awkward places such as in 
the pedestals to basins as the outlet may be 
turned in almost any direction 

Very often, probably to save a small 
amount of money, traps and wastes are 
selected from sizes which are really too 
small and it is desirable to empty sanitary 
fittings as quickly as possible to reduce the 
deposit of dirt on the/surfaces of the fittings 
as well as to eliminate nuisance to the users. 
Basins should have traps and wastes not 
less than 1} in. bore, baths at least 14 in. 
and sinks | 4 in. or better 2 in. bore 

Waste fittings to sanitary appliances are 
sometimes the cause of installation troubles. 
Most earthenware basins are now made 
with bevelled outlets and it is of the utmost 
importance to use waste fittings with 
properly bevelled flanges to fit the outlets 
of the ware, if a neat joint is to be made 
and incidentally to avoid breaking the 
basin when making the joint. B.S.1184 
covers the proper shape of waste outlets 
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for these fittings and square edged flanges 
just do not fit basins with bevelled outlets, 
although the bevelled flange types can be 
installed in fittings with rebated outlets 
such as are general in sinks and basins 
made of fireclay 

It seems that far too few makers and 
suppliers take sufficient care with the 
quality of the plating of outlets and chains 
and I know few normal quality fittings of 
these types through which the basic brass 
does not tend to show within a few years. 
This trouble may be due to the effect of 
cleaning materials and particularly some of 
the washing liquids and powders (most 
basins are extensively used for washing 
“smalls”), but as the use of these materials 
is usual it is desirable that the makers 
should anticipate their use and it is probable 
that the extra cost involved would be very 
small. 

Another small matter of quality, but one 
which is the cause of much annoyance, 
is that insufficient attention has been paid 
to plugs, chains and stays for basins. 
Just any piece of chain and types, such as 
ball chains, are not good enough to survive 
the heavy wear they seem to be subjected 
to. It seems that the type most desirable 
for service and the one which tends to 
retain its plating longest, is that made of 
thick brass wire with large oval links. 
Good shackles at each end are of the utmost 
importance. The chain stays should pass 
through the ware and be fitted with a 
leather washer under the backnut to 
prevent slackening. Plugs themselves are 
also troublesome and I believe the most 
serviceable are those made of hard composi- 
tion rather than of the softer types of 
rubber or of metal; soft rubber is quickly 
cut by the edge of the metal of the outlet 
while metal plugs tend to bind 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE: 


RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT 


No. 2.—By Rolt Hammond, A.C.G.1., A.M.I.C.E. 


HE design referred to in the last article 
is still not a practical solution to the 
bridging problem since we were relying upon 
rock abutments to provide the necessary 
reaction against which the hydraulic jack 
could operate in order to apply the pre- 
stressing load to the slab 
An alternative method of prestressing 
must therefore be sought so let us now cast 
the slab on the soffit shutter, leaving holes 
in the concrete along the line of action of 
the hydraulic jack. Tie rods fitted with 
nuts and washers are then introduced into 
these holes, and the nuts are tightened 
against the ends of the concrete slab until 
the stress in the rods is 16,000 Ibs. per 
sq. in. We are reminded that the compres- 
sive force applied was 119 tons so that the 
tie rods will require to have an area of 
16.7 sq.in. of mild steel. This would 
clearly be impracticable, because there 
would not be enough room for these bars 
in one layer. Even if the bars could be 
introduced, the system would not work 
because of losses duc: to creep and shrinkage 
This brings us to the solution provided 
by prestressing, employing as reinforce- 
ment high tensile cold drawn steel wire 


with an ultimate tensile strength of 
120,000 Ibs. per sq. in., at which figure we 
shall require about 2.57 sq. in. of steel and 
this is found to be about 15 per cent. higher 
than is necessary by direct computation. 
This additional reinforcement is introduced 
with the object of covering losses due to 
creep and shrinkage; thus, if it is decided 
to use wire with a diameter of 0.2 inch, we 
shal! need 88 wires in each foot width of 
slab. Here is a practical solution, because 
we can use two cables each of 44 wires, 
placed side by side in the bottom of the 
slab, the ends of the cables being suitably 
anchored 

Convenient hydraulic jacks have been 
designed and successfully used for applying 
the prestressing load, the precise value of 
which is given on a pressure gauge con- 
nected to the jack. When prestressing is 
done at 120,000 Ibs. per sq. in. this stress 
decreases down to about 105,000 Ibs. per 
sq. in., due to creep and shrinkage. When 
the superimposed load comes on the beam, 
this latte: stress increases only by 3,000 or 
4,000 Ibs.; thus, the steel reinforcement 
of a prestressed beam is tested at the 
time when the prestress is applied to a 


stress about 10 per cent. higher than the 
steel will ever be called upon to carry in 
the future 

The above simple example, illustrates 
the advantage to be derived from pre- 
stressed concrete as a structural material. 
Recent developments in prestressed work 
include His Maijesty’s *Stationery Office, 
Sighthill, Edinburgh. Here prestressing has 
been used on the 200 main and 750 second- 
ary beams, and it has been claimed that by 
this means a saving of about 60 per cent 
has been effected compared with the steel 
required for a steel framed structure of 
similar size. 

This building is a particularly interesting 
example of prestressed construction, because 
the floor loads are exceptionally heavy, the 
ground floor having been designed to take 
10 cwts. per sq. ft. and the first and second 
floors 3 cwts. per sq. ft. The beams were 
cast in a special yard and lifted into place 
after the necessary pres:ressing load had 
been applied by hydraalic jacks, using 
wedge anchorages. This particular building 
was chosen for the experiment, because the 
*(Ilustrated in the A.& B.N.of Jan. 26,1951) 
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design permitted of a large repetition of a 
small number of differing units. 

The total amount of steel used, including 
reinforcement for the foundations, was 
210 tons; it has been calculated that a 
similar building with a structural steel 
frame would require 950 tons of mild steel 
or 800 tons of high tensile steel; thus pre- 
stressed concrete construction resulted in a 
saving of between 600 and 700 tons of steel 
in this one building. It should be pointed 
out, however, that prestressing was applied 
only to the floor beams, the columns being 
of normal reinforced concrete construction 
since there is no material advantage in 
using prestressed concrete for members 
subjected to compressive stresses only. 

Prestressed concrete has made far 
greater headway on the Continent however 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, February 9, 1951 


than in Great Britain. Among the more 
outstanding works undertaken in recent 
years, which of themselves are sufficient to 
bring out the manifest. advantages of this 
form of construction is the development of 
Melsbroeck, Belgium, as the civil airport 
for the country, some large hangars have 
been constructed for Sabena. Contractors 
submitted estimates for alternative designs, 
so that here we have an excellent opportu- 
nity of comparing various methods of 
construction; designs were submitted in 
Structural steel, conventional reinforced 
concrete and prestressed concrete. That 
finally adopted was in prestressed concrete, 
using a modified form of the Magnel- 
Blaton sandwich cable. This and other 
continental examples will be described in 
the next article. (To be continued) 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGES—A 
SURVEYOR’S PRACTICE NOTES 


By W. R. Brackett, O.B.E., T.D., B.Se 


Extracts from a paper read at an Ordinary 
General Meeting of the Royal Institute of 
Chartered Surveyors on January 8, 1951. 


ASSESSMENT OF CHARGE 


The main direction to the Central Land 
Board as to the assessment of Charge 
is contained in Development Charge 
Regulations (S.I. 1189 of 1948) which 
provides that it : 

“shall not be more than the amount 

which . . . represents the additional 

value measured by normal processes 

of valuation of the land due to planning 

permission for a particular develop- 
ment. 

The questions arising from this definition 
will be discussed later, but I feel that 
before doing so I should mention the other 
and more nebulous direction in these 
Regulations, which is that: 

“Development Charge shall be deter- 
mined so as to secure so far as is 
practicable that land can be freely and 
readily bought and sold... in the 
open market at a price neither greater 
nor less than its value for its existing 
use.” 

This is euphemistically described as the 
Board’s “Governing Principle.” It is, 
you will note, a political direction whereas 
the former is technical. 

To my mind it involves a contradiction of 
the former direction which requires that 
the -charge shall not exceed the value 
created by the planning permission. This 
is illustrated in the following examples. 
Example \ 

“A man can obtain a licence to build 
a house which, when complete, will cost 
him £1,400. A comparable house built 
before licensing regulations and now 
available with vacant possession, would cost 
him £2,250. He would prefer the new house 
and ts prepared by overt or other means 
to pay up to £500 for his 400 sq. yd. plot 
in terms of price and Charge. This plot 
would have sold before the Act for £120. 

In today’s conditions, the difference 
between £120 and £500 is mainly accounted 
for by the value of the licence nor by the 
planning consent. The man who has been 
granted a licence is prepared to pay sub- 
stantially more than “existing use value” 
to secure his plot, but the “Governing 
Principle’ would seem to leave the Board 
free to fix such a rate of charge that he 
could not afford to build unless he bought 
his plot at “existing use value.” I submit 


F.R.LC.S. 


that to do so would be to charge the value 
of the licence not the Planning Permission. 
Example 2 

The owner of a remote one acre moorland 
Site worth £20 per acre at most, proposes 
to build on it a factory which a Government 
Department has contracted to lease for 
99 years at £2,000 per annum on a full 
repairing lease. The land before the Act 
could readily have been bought for its 
agricultural value regardless of the use 
to which it was to be put 


The District Valuer proposes a charge 


calculated as follows: 


Net Rent . £2,000 

Y.P. as well secured for 99 
years 20 
40,000 


Less cost of construc- 
tion, 20,000 sq. ft 


at 30s. . £30,000 
Less developer’ S profit 
at 1S per cent. 6,000 
36,000 


Leaving as 
ment Charge £4,000 


If the calculation be correct, I suggest 
that the difference between £20 and £4,000 
is created not by the Planning Consent, 
but by the inexperience of the negotiator 

or by the fact that the developer regards 
25 per cent. or so and not 15 per cent. 
as a proper developer's profit. 


METHODS OF VALUATION 


The Development Charge Regulations 
(S.L. 1189 of 1948) provide that the charge 
must be measured by normal processes of 
valuation and the Central Land Board 
in “Practice Notes” states that the method 
of £X per acre or other unit will be regarded 
as a normal process of valuation where 
that reflects the operation of the market 

Processes of valuation have no special 
sanctity but are merely the tools of a 
valuer’s trade. And like other tools of 
trade their design has to be modified 
from time to time to suit changing con 
ditions. I feel, therefore, that we are in 
no way limited to methods as taught in 
the text books in the past and indeed, 
that the profession is challenged to evolve 
new methods if they are called for 

There is one method of valuation—the 
only one of the arithmetical methods 


to be mentioned in Practice Notes—to 
which I must refer because it is SO _unsatis- 
factory. That is the “Before and After” 
method which is an adaptation of the 
familiar “Residual” method of arriving 
at a site value in which the value of a 
building is deducted from the capitalized 
value of the rents derived from it and the 
result treated as site value 
It is a method which is theoretically 
sound but often fails because it is not 
possible to forecast the variables in the 
calculation with sufficient precision. I will 
take one example only 
Example 3 
A much under-developed central site 
carries a shop and upper parts let for 
£500 per annum net, but is capable of 
redevelopment to show an income of 
£1,000 per annum net 
The developer's surveyor suggests a 
Development Charge calculated as follows 
Rents £1,000 
YP 20 
£20,000 
Less developers’ profit 
10 per cent 2,000 
Cost of construction 8,000 
Loss of rent during 


rebuilding 500 
10,500 
9.500 
Refusal Valuc 
Rents £500 
¥.P 16 
8.000 
Development Charge £1,500 


District Valuer, however, produces 
the following assessment of the charge 
and it will be seen that though the charge 
is very different, the changes in the figures 
used are relatively small 

Consent Value 

Rents £1,000 

Y.P.as very wellsecured 22 
£22,000 

Less developer's profit, 

5 per cent 1,100 

Cost of construction 7,000 

Loss of rent during 


rebuilding 500 
8.600 
13,400 
Refusal Valu 
Rents £500 
YP 15 
7,500 
Leaving as Development 
Charge £5,900 


The differences in figures are within such 
small margins as to make them incapable 
of proof and any method of taxation 
which can yield so radically different 
results without practical possibility of 
proof by either party must open the door 
to mere bargaining which is most 
undesirable 

personally am sorry that Practice 
Notes refer as they do to processes of 
valuation because there is offered to valuers 
on either side a temptation to play tricks 
with figures rather than to value in a 
commonsense way 


The remainder of Mr. Brackett’s paper 
dealt with the Amount of Charges, Refusal 
Value and Consent Value. Extracts from this 
second part of the paper will he published next 
wee k 


= 
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A SINGLE UNIT WITH A DOUBLE MEANING 


Double-Glazing Unit leaves the works her- 


Each “SINSULIGHT”’ 
metically sealed and ready to fix, in sizes up to 100’x 80 


@ REDUCTION OF DRAUGHTS. 
@ HERMETICALLY SEALED. 


@ IMPROVED THERMAL INSULATION 


@ REDUCED CHANCES OF CONDENSATION 
Send for the leaflet describing all their many advantages and methods of fixing 


units 


“INSULIGHT”| double - glazing 


Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at St. Helens, Lancs. or Selwyn House, Cleveland 
Telephones : St. Helens 4001 ; Whitehall 5672-6. 


British registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers 


Limited 


Ya) Row, St. James’s, London, S.W 
“ INSULIGHT " is the 


PIL KINGTON BROT HERS L IMITED ST. HELENS, LANCS. 


17 
3 
_ 
5S 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News, February 9, 1951 


AIR DISPLACEMENT OF 


| 


14,000 cubic feet per hour 


When you specify an ‘* Xpelair’’ Fan you specify a GUARANTEED 

Air Displacement of 14,000 cubic feet per hour. 
This guaranteed air displacement is important—for when con- 
‘e sidered in terms of initial cost and running costs it represents 
cheaper air movement than is provided by any other fan of this type. 
It is important too, because it is a guarantee made, not by the 


manufacturer alone, but certified by an Independent authority— —___/} 
the NATIONAL PHYSICAL LABORATORY. 


PELAIR FAN SEC 


+ THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 


Harveys the answer! 


\ 


RT 
N F Ne 


Whenever it is a question as 
to “Where to get” Wire Work of 
every description, and for all 
Purposes—remember Harveys. 
Their Harco products Pipe Covers, Machinery and 
especially designed for use in 3 Belt Guards. 

Factories and Schools. it Send for Catalogue ....A.725. 


Amongst the many “Harco” 
products made, especial atten- 
‘tion is drawn to Lockers, 
Cloak-room Fittings, Partitions, 
Lift Enclosures, Radiator and 


\ Harvey & Co. (London) Ltd. Woolwich Road, London. SET} 


8 
| 
ay 
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I N 1 E R E S | snnual report of the Federation of Registered House-Builders (affiliated to the National 
Federation), as follows 

IN THE DISCUSSION on the seventy The test facing the private house-builder may well be whether, with greater freedom 

third annual report of the N.F.B.T.E and sufficient materials, he can, within a reasonably short period, produce houses at an 


which took place at the annual general 
meeting on January 31, 1951, incentives 
proved to be a matter of controversy 

A southern counties, member said that he 
hoped members would refrain from speak- 
ing against incentives. They must be made 
to work. The speaker considered that the 
report gave no constructive lead and he 
suggested that London should give a lead 
in establishing (1) defined schemes, with 
fixed targets, (2) fixed percentages and (3) 
loyalty from all members and no more in- 
lieu payments 

From the north however, a member saw 
that there was danger in the National Body 
deciding output for industry. This approach 
he said would lead eventually to Nationali 
zation. He quoted the engineering industry 
which, when it had gone off piece work had 
suffered a 25 per cent reduction in output 

Both views had their supporters in the 
meeting. Mr. Robert O. Lloyd pointed out 
that full-employment, a policy accepted by 
all parties as necessary, was nevertheless 
part of the cause of present troubles. The 
solution lies in making full employment 
work and that is a duty of employers 

A Colchester member drew attention to 
the War Department practice of inviting 
tenders on a fixed price basis and hoped 
that the contracts committee would do 
something to alter this practice. 

Mr. Dudley F. Cox suggested that the 
Government should not, as is now the 
case, be able to alter contract clauses 
without prior consultation and through 
negotiation with the industry 

Mr. W. W. Sapcote of the joint contracts 
tribunal stated that the Federation has 
asked to be consulted but that industry 
could not dictate to Government depart- 
ments 

On the subject of education, Mr 
Woodbine Parish pointed out the need for 
all employers to make themselves fully 
conversant with the special courses which 
were now available for all grades of the 
industry from management to operative, 
and to know what the purpose of each 
course 1s 

One member stated that the rate of pay 
to apprentices was too high for builders to 
afford. This was countered however, by 
the member who said that “to get good 
operatives we must be prepared to pay.” 
The future he said would bring more 
difficulties in obtaining higher standards of 
craftsmanship which, in his view, is linked 
with greater production. If we want good 
material we must pay the proper market 
price 


THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL JOINT 
COUNCIL for the Building Industry have 
authorized the following rates payable on 
or after February 5, 1951 : Craftsmen 2/11 
per hour, Labourers 2 54 per hour. Result- 
ing from the above decision, the revised 
rates for apprentices and female labour fall 
to be paid as from the same date 


A VISIT 
BRITAIN is 
employees by 


TO THE FESTIVAL OF 
to be offered to all their 
Messrs. Mather & Platt Ltd., 

to mark the celebration of fifty years in 
their present headquarters; one hundred 
years since the firm first used its present 
title; and one hundred and fifty years since 
the parent company started to produce 
machinery for the textile trade 


additional rate of 100,000 a year with a head of labour not substantially in excess of that 
devoted to house-building at the present time. 


The crux of the problem is materials. 


Given an ample supply of these and the consequent rise in output, and given the scope 
which would enable him to develop estates instead of building piece-meal, there is no doubt 
but that the private house-builder would make a substantial and ever-increasing contribution.” 

The policy of the Federation on labour relations had continued to aim at promoting : 
(i) stability of employment conditions; (ii) the timely removal of any genuine grievances ; 
(iii) good job-organization (including welfare arrangements) ; and (iv) the devising of positive 
incentives to better individual output. 

Reference is made in the Report to the Joint Settlement on Incentives reached towards 

end of 1950. The Report emphasizes that the main task must be to ensure (i) that the 
nationally agreed principles are well understood both by firms and operatives; (ii) that 
bonusing arrangements on a satisfactory basis (yielding higher earnings for higher output) 
become the general practice 


the 


In noting the increased proportion of registered apprentices who completed their appren- 
ticeship in the 12 months ended September 30, the Report points out that while the Federation 
welcomes this trend, it takes the view that “the issue of Completion Certificates by the B.A.T.C. 
can only be supplementary to the old-established practice of the Master (and nowadays 
the Representative) endorsing the apprentice’s actual Deed of Indenture. Such endorsements 
must continue to be recognized as the most appropriate evidence of the satisfactory com- 
pletion of an apprenticeship” 

The Standing Committee on the Training of General Foremen is anxious to extend training 
to levels of supervision other than those catered for by the present rather exacting general 


foremanship course 


necessary. “In this connection”, 


whether a 


introduced in 1948, which sets a higher standard than is everywhere 
says the Report, “the Committee has been considering 
course could not be devised for the owner-manager or foreman of the small jobbing 


and maintenance business and whether some modified form of the present course could not 
be approved for schodls in areas where there is little demand for the type of general foreman 
who must possess the wide experience required by the full course. Two schools in London 
have agreed to run experimental courses of this sort.” 


STRONG ANNUAL RECRUITMENT 
of young men of the best type is needed if 


the Building Industry is to continue its 
function as an efficient service to the 
nation. This can only be ensured by im- 
proving the opportunities the industry 


offers for training and technical advance- 
ment. In saying this at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Southern Counties Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers recently 
Ar. Robert O. Lloyd added that these 
opportunities were already such that any 
youth with the desire to make headway need 
have no hesitation in choosing building as 
a career, but he pointed out that further 
extension and development of instructional 
particularly for supervisory per- 
are receiving constant attention to 
provide facilities for education and training 
second to none 


courses 


sonnel 


AN INCREASE in the housing allowance 
of timber from 1.6 to 2.0 standards per 
1000 square feet of floor area was suggested 
as a logical first step in progression relaxa- 
tion of control by Mr. Phillip O. Reece, 
Director of the Timber Development 
Association in a speech at Hull on January 


In making this proposal Mr. Reece said 
that until the suspended timber ground 
floor was restored housing costs would not 
be reduced nor construction speeded up. 
‘I think” he said,**we are in serious danger 
of going further than is prudent in the 
reduction of sizes of joists and rafters.” 


MONSIEUR EUGENE FREYSSINET 
AND PROFESSOR GUSTAVE 
MAGNEL have accepted honorary member- 
ship of the Prestressed Concrete Develop- 
ment Group 


THE EFFECTS OF SHIPPING SHORT- 
AGE on the timber import programme 
have been exaggerated, according to an 
article in the Financial Times, which also 
states that “the Government has been 
visibly impressed by the importance of 
piling stocks” and “since any marginal 
supplies bought by the Timber Control are 
likely to go into stock the outlook for 
timber users this year will hinge principally 
on the efforts of private purchasers.” 


THE CEMENT AND CONCRETE ASSO- 
CIATION carried out a series of refresher 
courses during 1950 to give training in 
certain new uses and applications of 
concrete and in the control and production 
of high quality concrete. It has been 
decided to offer similar facilities each year 
and details of the programme arranged 
for 1951 have been published. 

Only a limited number of participants 
can be accepted for each course and as the 
demand is likely to be heavy all those 
wishing to attend the 1951 series are advised 
to make early application 

A list of the courses is given below 
details of dates may be had on application. 

A. The basic principles of making 
concrete and controlling its quality. (Engi- 
neers and architects.) 

B. Uses, properties and methods of 
making prestressed concrete. (Engineers and 
supervisors.) 

C. Modern methods of concrete road 
and pavement construction. (Engineers.) 

D. Concrete construction. (Supervisors.) 

E. The use of concrete in farm buildings. 
(Architects, engineers, surveyors and offi- 
cials concerned with farm buildings.) 

*. Modern developments in concrete 
technique. (Engineers and architects.) 


HENRY LINDSAY, LTD., mechanical 
engineers of Bradford have moved their 
head offices to Mansfield Road, Bradford. 
Yorkshire. Telephone Bradford 41384. 


L.M.B.A. AREA CHAIRMEN elected for 
1951 are as follow: Central No. |—Mr. W. 
H. Lugg (W. Luge & Co.). Central No. 2— 
Mr. C. K. Tavener (C. Tavener & Son 
Ltd.). Central No. 3—Mr. B. L. Morgan, 
J.P. (Wm. Loweth & Sons Ltd.). Central 
No. 4—Mr. L. Luckett (F. Luckett & Sons 
Ltd.). Central No. S—Mr. Arthur Styles, 
19, Herne Place, S.E.24. Northern—Mr. 
G. W. Reed (George Reed & Sons Ltd.). 
North-Eastern——-Mr. F. R. Clemens (W. J. 
Clemens). North-Western—Mr. A. E. A. 
Prowting (A. E. A. Prowting Ltd.). 
Southern) Area—Mr. D. G. Howard 
(M. Howard (Mitcham) Ltd.). South- 
Eastern—Mr. K. J. Pearce (Pearce Bros. 
(Builders) Ltd.). South-Western—Mr. A. 
E. King (Kings (B.D.J.) Ltd.). 


THE USE OF THE FILM IN TRAINING 
FOR INDUSTRY will be the subject of 
a conference to be held in the Hotel 
Majestic at St. Annes-on-Sea, during the 
week-end, March 30—April 1. 

The programme for Saturday will be 
divided into three broad sessions dealing 
respectively with films for training in the 
Textile, Engineering and Building Industries. 
Speakers from these three industries will 
state how they use the films which they will 
introduce and screen, for training in their 
own particular industry. 

The fee to cover registration and expenses, 
of the Conference itself is One Guinea 
payable in advance to the Secretary of the 
Scientific Film Association. Further in- 
formation is also available from the same 


source. 


IN THE ARTICLE on new factories at 
Crawley in the A. & B.N. of January 19, the 
shuttering and roof lining were described 
in the text as asbestos—they were in facti 
celotex as noted on the drawings. \ 


THE ROAD HAULAGE ASSOCIATION 
has recommended that road haulage rates 
be increased by 74 per cent forthwith to 
meet increased costs of operation incurred 
from Ist May, 1950 to date. This 74 per 
cent covers the advance foreshadowed in 
the statement issued by the Association on 
December 11 
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT of the Federation 
of Master Builders, Alderman R. W 
Ricketts, speaking at the Annual Meeting 
of the Sheffield Branch on Tuesday, 
January 23, expressed the hope that 
Mr. Hugh Dalton would come to realize 
that an extended use of the resources of the 
private-enterprise builder will not only 
mean more houses going up more quickly. 
but also a lowering of the present high rate 
of building costs. Mr. Ricketts felt certain 
that the combination of housing with the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
would mean that the responsible officials 
of the new Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning would see that the development 
charges clauses of the Town and Country 
Planning Act of 1947 are a serious restriction 
on the development of new housing estates 
in this country. 

The President commented that although 
the Ministries responsible for various 
building operations have been reduced from 
three to two, the report of the working 
party into the building industry published 
during 1950 has been ignored, as that 
report advised the concentration of the 
responsibility for building into one Ministry 


TWO LECTURES that will be of interest 
to architects, engineers and builders will 
be given shortly in Oxford at the Imperial 
Forestry Institute’s new building in South 
Parks Road. 

Mr. H. A. Cox, Secretary of the British 
Wood Preserving Association, will lecture 
on “The Preservation and Proper Use of 
Timber” on February 6. 

Mr. Phillip O. Reece, Director of the 
Timber Development Association, will 
lecture on “Modern Methods of Timber 
Construction™ on March 6. 

Both lectures will begin at 7.15 p.m. and 
will be free and open to the public 


SOLID FUEL APPLIANCES in new 
houses are the subject of a letter from the 
Ministry of Health to all housing authorities 
in England. The minister is considering 
how to ensure that private persons building 
houses shall not adopt less efficient 


standards of heating than those laid down 
for local authority housing 

The type of appliance installed is likely 
in future to affect the granting of a licence 
to build. A list of appliances which will 
qualify for licence was issued by the Coal 
Utilization in June 1950. These new pro- 
posals apply to conversion or adaptation 
licences 


PAINT AND DESIGN is the subject of a 
lecture to be given by Dr. L. A. Jordan, 
Director of the Research Association of 
British Paint, Colour and Varnish Manu- 
facturers at 6.0 p.m. on February 15, at 
a meeting of the Society of the Chemical 
Industry. The meeting will be in the lecture 
hall of the Institution of Structural Engi- 
neers, 11, Upper Belgrave Street, London 
S.W.1 


BASIC WAGE RATES in the ballast and 
sand industry from February 3, 1951 are 
Class 1A, 2s. Sd. per hour; class 2, 2s. 44d 
per hour; class 2A, 2s. 4d. per hour; 
class 3, 2s. 34d. per hour 

Rates for “C” class licence drivers and 
watchmen have also been adjusted 

Employers already paying %&_ higher 
basic wage in accordance with clause 7(7) 
of the Wages Agreement may be exempted 
from such portion of the above increase as 
is already in Operation 

Further details on these decisions may 
be had from the Employers’ Secretary, 
National Joint Council for the Ballast and 
Sand Industry, 48, Park Street, London 
Tel.: Grosvenor 8967 


POOR ACOUSTICS of the Banqueting 
Hall, in Glasgow Municipal Buildings 
which measures 90 feet by 45 feet, with 
approximately 80 feet to the centre of the 
roof, have been corrected by the installation 
of an Ultra-Low Level sound distributing 
system using 21 reproducers 

A full audience of some 800 people can 
itissaid, now clearly hear all that is spoken 
from the platform 

The installation was installed by Philips 
Electrical Limited after a survey by Messrs 
C. W. Cameron of Glasgow 


Sir, 
Domestic Fuel Appliances No. 2 

In your interesting article on the above 
subject, | note that the sliding doors to the 
openable stoves slide back into a groove, 
though I believe in the “Otto” stove they 
slide upwards, hence the depth of metal 
casing over the fire opening and the reduced 
height of the latter. The comparison of this 
type of stove (essential, perhaps, in a 
temporary type of domestic dwelling) with 
the open fire, seems as usual, not quite 
fair to the latter. There are open fires on 
the market much more efficient than the 
standard popular type. These are deeper 
front to back and better designed in every 
way. Why always compare the least efficient 
open fire with what is a more expensive 
piece of equipment, which should properly 
be contrasted to an open fire of similar 
value. I know of one which has a nearly 
solid fire brick base, with a small grating in 
the centre. The fire clay base, sloped down 
to this, projects beyond the grate front and 
is segmental on plan: in the centre is a 


CORRESPONDENCE 


long narrow ash pan. The overall depth 
from face of surround to the back of the 
fire back is approximately 12 in. as against 
the usual 9 in. or 94 in. of the popular grate 
It can easily be kept in all night if suitably 
banked up, and easily revived in the 
morning by pulling out the ash pan and 
lightly moving the ashes collected on the 
top of the bottom grate. I have tested this 
in my Own room 
One other point: the article does not 
mention that some types of openable stove 
e.g., “Cozy” and “Courtier” are recom- 
mended to be fitted with what is called a 
box plate (about 22 in.«12 in.) and a 
12 in. « 4 in. flue formed behind it. This 
consists of an angle frame with a loose door, 
with hole for outlet from stove. The stove 
can be quite easily pushed against this and 
for flue sweeping, just pulled forward and 
the door removed This 12 in. «4 in 
flue needs to be streamlined up to the 
normal 9 in. » 9 in. flue 
Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) CHARLES BARKER 


| | | = 
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Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in bold type. 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application. 
here no town is stated in the 


DENNISON 
KETT 


a CoO. 


ROLLING 
SHUTTERS 


& GRILLES - IRON DOORS 

STAIRCASES LIFTS 

COLLAPSIBLE GATES 


KENOVAL HOUSE 
226- 230, FARMERS ROAD 
LON DON, 5.E.5. Phone RELIANCE 426 


*« Contractors’ 
Tools 


SHOVELS, FORKS, RAKES 
BARROWS, LADDERS, 
RAMMERS, CROWBARS, 
AXES, HAMMERS, 
WINCHES, HOISTS 


Write for descriptive leaflets today 


THOS W. WARD LTD. 


ALBION WORKS SHEFFIELD 
Phone: 26311 Grams: “ Ketco.” 


FOR OFFICE, LIBRARY AND 
BOARD ROOM FURNITURE 


MARGOLIS & SONS 


63-65 OXFORD ST., W.C.1 
ones: Temple Bar 7364-95 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
COPPERTRINDA 


The best Dampcourse yet produced 


POPLAR, E.14. EAST 1441 
DAMP WALLS soneory 


WITH ONLY 


ONE COAT OF 


Penetrex = 


WATERPROOFING 
Absolutely Colourless, Penetrex Joes 
its job theroughly, on all surfaces, Out- 
‘side or Inside One gallon covers 30 Bisa: 
Yerds. Sold by Builders’ Merchents in al! sizes from 
Quert tins te 10 Gallon drums. Send for prices and 
name of nearest Stockist to: 


F. A. WINTERBURN LTD. 
(Incorporating Lithex Products) 
HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6. Tel.: 


CONTRACT 
NEWS 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


BANSTEAD U.C. (a) War damage repairs at 
4 houses in Canon Lane and 21 houses at 
Duncan Road, Burgh Heath. (b) Housing 
Manager, The Council House, Brighton Road. 


(e) Feb. 19 

> 
BLABY R.C, (a) (Contract No. 60) 10 houses. 
(No. 61) 8 houses. (No. 62) 16 houses. (No. 


63) 28 houses. (No. 64) 26 houses. (b) 
Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, Nar- 
borough, Leics. (c) 1 Gn. each contract. 
(e) Mar. 5 

BOURNEMOUTH B.C. 
bungalows, 
Architect, 
(e) Mar. 12 


(a) 18 houses and 
Leybourne Estate. (b) Borough 
Room 98) Town Hall. (c) 2 Gns. 


BOURNEMOUTH B.C. (a) Pair of houses 
for firemen, Kinson Park Road, Northbourne. 
(b) Borough Architect, (Room 98) Town Hall. 
(c) 2 Gns. (e) Feb. 16. 

BRADFIELD R.C. (a) 6 houses and 10 houses 
Southend b) Council’s Clerk, Town Hall, 
Chambers, Blagrave Street, Reading. (c) 
2 Gns e) Feb. 24 

CHESTER R.C. (a) 8 houses with drainage, 
etc., at Saughall b) T. C. R. Eaton, 16 
White Friats, Chester. (c) 2 Gns. (e) Feb. 28 

* 
CHORLEY B.C. (a) (Contract No. 1) 6 
houses, site No. 5 No. 2) 6 houses, site 
No. 6 No. 3) 5 houses, site No. 7. (No. 4) 
48 houses, site No. 8, Tootell Street site 
b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall. (c) 2 Gns 
e) Feb. 17 

CUMBERLAND C.C. a 
Geltsdale, Wetherald, Carlisle, 


Alterations to 
to form chil 


dren’s hom Alterations to children’s home 
at Englethwaite Additions to Sandath 
Nursery, Penrith b) County Architect, 
15 Portland Square, Carlisle. (d) Feb. 13 

. 
DERBYSHIRE C.C. (a) Primary school at 
Inkersall (Contract No. 2), and secondary 


school at North Wingfield (Contract No. 2), 
b) County Architect, County Offices, St 
Mary’s Gate, Derby c) 2 Gns 

* * 
DUNHEVED B.C. (a 
Trecarrell Estate 
Municipal Offices, 
(e) Feb. 17 


Pair of bungalows at 
b) Council's Surveyor, 
Western Road, Launceston 


* 


DURHAM C.C, (a) Adaptation of part of 


Isolation Hospital at Villa Real, Consett, 
for use as occupational centre b) County 
Architect, Court Lane e) Feb. 19 
. 
EAST GRINSTEAD U.C. (a) 2 blocks of 
3 ho i a pair of houses. Block of 4 
shops vo-storey living accommodation 
above, block of ten garages and approach road, 
Section 3 of Stonequarry Estate b) Coun 
cl S East Court c) 3 Gns. (e 
Feb. 24 
. 
“ELY Ux 10 bungalows, Springhead 
Lane site >) Council’s Architect, Council 
Offices, | Road c) 1 Gn. (e) Feb. 23 
3 Y U.C. (a) 20 houses, West Fen Road site 
Council's Architect, Council Offices, 
+ Road c) 1 Gn e) Feb. 23 


address it is the same as the local 
— in the heading, (c) deposit, (d 
date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked * are 
given in the advertisement section. 


PROTECTIVE 
DECORATION 


Gel internal & external 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LIMITED 
MANFIELD HOUSE. STRAND. W.C.2 


BRIGHT’S 
ASPHALT 


ST. MARY’S CHAMBERS, 
STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone No.: TEMple Bar 7156 


MULLEN 


AND 


LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 
Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 

41 EAGLE ST., HOLBORN 
LONDON, W.C.1 
Telephones 


LONDON 
* CHAncery 7422/3/4 


CROYDON 
ADDiscombe 1264 


CHAIRS 


OF SUPERIOR QUALITY 
HEAP Chairs for Canteens, 
British Restaurants, Halls, 
etc. Personal attention given 
to all Orders 


Mealing Bros. Ltd. 


Avenue Chair Works, 
West End Road, 
High Wycombe. 


Telephone : 


Catalogue on 
Wycombe 499. application. 


| 
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ESSEX C.C. (a) Adaptation of ‘Scarletts,”’ 
Colchester, as an aged persons’ hostel. (b) 
County Architect, County Hall, Chelmsford. 
(d) Feb. 17. Approx. cost £2,500. 


FRIERN BARNET U.C. (a) 8 flats in two 
blocks, Malvern Lodge site. (b) Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, N.11. (c) 2 Gns. (d) Feb. 16. 

* 


FRIERN BARNET U.C, (a) 48 flats in 3 
four-storey blocks. (b) Town Clerk, Town 
Hall, N.11. (c) 2 Gns. (d) Feb. 16. 


GLOUCESTER R.C. (a) 16 houses with 
site works and sewage disposal at Quedgeley. 
(b) Messrs. Carus-Wilson and Demuth, The 
Cottage, Green Lane, Hardwicke, Glos, with 
Particulars of previous similar works carried 
out. (d) Feb. 12 

* 
HARROW U.C, (a) Alterations and additions 
at (1) Roxeth Junior and Infants’ Schools, 
and (2) Vaughan Road Junior and Infants’ 
Schools. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Stanmore c) £2 each contract 
(e) Mar. 1. 

* 
HERTFORD R.C. (a) 12 houses at Branfield. 
(b) Council's Clerk, 20 Castle Street. (c) 
£3 


* * 
HORNCHURCH U.C, (a) Garage extensions 
and provision of workshop at Council Depot 
(b) Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Billet Lane. (c) 2 Gns. (e) Feb. 19. 

* 
HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING. U.C. (a) Sup- 
ply and delivery of building materials for 
erection of 194 dwellings. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Scruton House, Newbottle Street. 
(e) Feb. 17 

ILFORD B.C, (a) Wood workshop and metal 
workshop in two-storeys at Newbury Park 
School. (b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall. 
(¢) 5Gns. (e) Feb. 27. Approx. cost £7,000. 

* 

LEEDS C.C, (a) 44 houses and 12 flats, Ray- 
lands Way. 84 houses and 8 flats, Cranmore 
Crescent. 22 houses at Cranmore Rise. 36 
three-storey flats, Saxton Road. 12 three- 
storey flats, Lingfield View. 60 three-storey 
flats at Rosgill Drive. (b) City Architect, 
Priestley House, Quarry Hill. (c) 2 Gns. each 
contract. (e) Feb. 19. 

* * * 
LIVERPOOL C.C. (a) Extension of College 
of Technology. (b) City Architect, Blackburn 
Chambers, Dale Street, Kingsway. (c) 2 Gns. 
(e) Feb. 17. 

* 

NORWICH C.C, (a) 354 dwellings, South 
Park Avenue Estate (14 groups). (b) City 
Architect, City Hall. (c) £1. (e) Feb. 19. 

* * 

OGMORE AND GARW U.C, (a) 32 houses, 
Evanstown site, Gilfach Goch. (b) Council’s 
Surveyor, Council Offices, Brynmenyn. (c) 
3 Gns. (e) Feb. 19. 

* 

READING B.C. (a) Alteration works at Nur- 
sery School, Blagdon Road. (b) Borough 
Architect, Town Hall. (e) Feb. 19. ; 

PEBBLESSHIREC.C. (a) 24 houses, Walker- 
burn. Separate trades. (b) County Clerk, 
County Buildings, Peebles. (d) Feb. 10. 

ROSS AND CROMARTY C.C. (a) 8 houses 
with site works, Garve. 8 houses with site 
works, Dornie. 9 houses and | house at 
Bennadrove. 10 houses at Lochs Cleascro. 
(b) County Architect, The Old Academy, 
Dingwall. (d) Feb. 17. 

RISCA U.C. (a) 8 houses in four blocks, 
North Road, Pontywain, Cross Keys. (b) 
Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices. (¢) 
3 Gns. (e) Feb. 27 
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HIGH 
WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.W. BRAND) 


As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY, 
Etc. 


QUALITY 


Sample and Brochure 
sent on request 


M. MCCARTHY 


& SONS, LTD. 


BULWELL - NOTTINGHAM 


BETTERWAYS LTD. 
INTERCHANGEABLE LINE 


and LETTER SIGNS 


WORTON WORKS, WORTON ROAD 
ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX. 
HOUNSLOW 2100 


By Appointment to H.M. The King 
LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR SPECIALISTS 


J. W. GRAY & SON Lid. 


| 37 RED LION St., HIGH HOLBORN 
| LONDON WC.1. Tel. CHAncery 870! 


Lightning Conductor Specialists 
._ and Church Spire Restorers 


R. Wm. LOCKWOOD 


BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 
JOINERY & DECORATORS, Etc. 


345 GREEN LANE - ILFORD 
Telephone No : Seven Kings 7551 


“ ALTRINDA” 
DAMPCOURSE 


Supplied frem Steck 
ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
Poplar E.14. East 


NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Wood Floors Planed, Sanded, 
Repaired and Treated 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 


36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone: AMH 1080 


Sandpapering machines for hire 


LEWIS BITUMEN & ASPHALT Co. Ltd. 

BARKING, ESSEX 

Rippleway 
2977. 


SOUTHWELL R.C. (a) 20 houses with roads, 
sewers, etc., Main Street, Lowdham 20 
bungalows, Church Street, Edwinstowe, roads, 
sewers, etc (b) Council's Surveyor, 8 West- 


gate, Southwell, Notts c) 2 Gns. each site 


e) Feb. 22 

* 
* STATES OF GUERNSEY. (a) 14 houses, 
Rue de Grons, St. Martin’s b) States En- 
gineer, States Office Annexe c) 2 Gns e) 
Feb. 26. See page 29 

* 


TYRONE COUNTY WELFARE COMMIT- 
TEE, (a) Alterations and additions to stables 


,and gate lodge at Greenfield Old People’s 


Home, Strabane. (b) Messrs. McCarthy & 

Lilburn, Scottish Provident Buildings, Belfast. 

c) 5 Gns e) Feb. 19 


WEST BROMWICH B.C. a) 8 shops and 
4 flats b) Borough Engineer, Town 
Hall c) £2. (e) Feb. 28 

WEST BROMWICH B.C. (a) 46 houses and 


flats. (b) Architect's Dept., Hardware Street 
c) £2. (c) Feb. 17 


* 


WEST RIDING C.C. a) Extensions to 
Maunsell Crescent Infants’ School, Eccles- 
field b) County Architect, “Bishopgarth,” 


Westfield Road, Waketield c) 2 Gns e) 


Mar. 5 

WEST RIDING C.C. a) Extensions to 
ambulance depot, Bond Lane, Settle. (b) 
County Architect, Westfield 
Road, Wakefield c) 2 Gns e) Feb. 27 


WEST RIDING C.C, a 


Alterations to 


children’s home at Greenawn, Goole. (b) 
County Architect, “Bishopgarth,”’ Westfield 
Road, Wakefield. (c) 2 Gns. (e) Feb. 22 

* 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE B.C. (a) 60 flats, 


Summerlands Estate b) Borough Engineer, 


Town Hall. (c) 2 Gns. (e) Mar. 17 

* * * 
WEYMOUTH AND MELCOMBE REGIS 
B.C. (a) Conversion of old fire station into 
offices and conveniences b) Borough En- 


gineer, 6 Pulteney Buildings, Weymouth 
(c) 2 Gns. (e) Feb. 23 

* 
WILLITON R.C. (a) 6 houses at Porlock 
(b) Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Fore Street. (c) 2 Gns. (e) Feb. 26 


* * 
WINCANTON R.C. (a) Public conveniences 
at Milborne Port b) Anthony Medlycott, 


14 Hollydale Drive, Bromley e) Feb. 21 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 
authority in bold type with (1) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes 
that work may not start pending final 
acceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 
modification of tenders, etc. 


BUILDING 
ACTON B.C, (1) 54 flats. (2) Oldfield 


Estate. (3) C. F. Kearley Ltd., British Grove, 
London, W.4. (4) £90,616 
BOURNEMOUTH B.C. (1) 42 houses. (3) 
Roy & Partners Ltd 4) £57,072. (1) 42 
houses. (3) F. G. Shears, Oakdale, Poole. 

(4) £52,920 
* * 
CAMBERWELL B.C. 1) 186 multi-storey 
flats (2) Lordship Lane Estate. (3) Kirk 
& Kirk Ltd., 287 Upper Richmond Road, 
S.W.15. (4) £390,100 
* 
DUDLEY B.C. (1) 165 houses. (2) Sledmere 
Estate. (3) J. M. Tate & Sons Ltd., Cradley, 
Staffs. (4) £212,955. 
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Le Tanking, Paving. 
Coloured Floors, etc. 
\ To B.S.S. 
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The Sign of Quality 


One of the best and most 
dependable names in Joinery. 
THE MIDLAND JOINERY WORKS LTD., 

B 


URTON-ON-TRENT 
Established 1921. 


Tel. Burton 3685 (3 lines) 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 


FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 
POPLAR E.14. East 1441 


Magnesite Jointless Flooring 
Prices from 11/3 persq. yd. (dependent 
on area) laid direct on to concrete sub- 
floors 
MODERN TILE & FLOOR COMPANY LTD 
62/62a Brewery Road, London, 8.7 
Tel. : NORth 4611-2 


INSULATING 
BOARD AND 
HARDBOARD 
Made in Canada 


TENTEST FIBRE BOARD CO., LIMITED 
75, Crescent West, Hadiey Weod, Barnet, Herts. 
Phone: Bernet $501 (5 /ines) 


February 9. 1951 


CARDIFF. (1) Television station for B.B.C. 
2) Wenvoe 3) Gee, Walker & Slater Ltd., 


London and South Wales 4) £1,000,000. 

* 
DAGENHAM B.C. (1) 60 flats. (2) Heath 
Park Estate 3) C. S. Wiggins & Sons, 55 
Victoria Road, Romford. (4) £74,047. 

* * 

ILFORD B.C. (1) 57 flats. (2) Mossford 
Green site 3) Tout & Finch Ltd., Victoria 
Road, Romford 4) £66,124 

LEYTON B.C. (1) 50 dweltings. (2) Harvey 
Road 3) F. J. Coxhead & Co. (Leyton- 
stone) Ltd., London, E.1S. (4) £73,617. 


7 * 
LONDON, N. 
Rubber Technology 2) Islington (3) 
rollope & Colls Ltd., London, W.C.2. (4) 
£59,66€ Architect: T. E. Scott, 2 Verulam 
Buildings, Grays Inn, W.C.2 

* 


MANCHESTER CORPORATION, (1) But- 


ton Lane School. (3) F. Marsland, of Stock- 
port 1) Moss House primary school. (3) 
Russell Building & Contracting Co. Ltd., 
|} Plymouth Grove, Manchester. (1) Newall 
| Green School (3) W. J. Simms, Sons & 


Cooke Ltd., Wythenshawe, Manchester 


1) 84 flats 2) Woodhouse Park site. (3) 


| Direct Labour 


* 
NORTHUMBERLAND C.C. (1) Modern 
school. (2) Wooler. (3) E. Jeffcock (Con- 
tractors) Ltd., New Bridge Street, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne ) £70,140. 

STEPNEY B.C. (1) 77 dwellings. (2) 
Hughes Mansions Estate. (3) Tersons Ltd., 
Seward Street, E.C.1. (4) £147,859. 

* . . 
WEYMOUTH B.C. (1) 66 houses. (2) 
Downclose Estate. (3) John C. Nicholls Ltd., 
Cosham, Portsmouth. (4) £86,509. 
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C.H.COATES LTD 


BUILDERS AND 
PUBLIC WORKS 
CONTRACTORS 


DAVIS RD., SURBITON, SURREY 
Telephone : ELMbridge 7112-3-4-5 


National College of 


R.I.B.A. - 1.C.S. 


Pestal Courses in all subjects for R.I.B.A. 
(195! syllabus) and R.1.C.S. examinations 
conducted by 
THE ELLIS SCHOOL 
10% OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, 8.W.7 
under the personal direction "of the 

A. B. WATERS, M.B.E., G.M., F.R. 
Phone: KEN "B64! 


The UNIVERSAL 
WARRY HOIST 
WITH AUTOMATICISAFETY GATES 
Designed to comply with the Building Regulations 
The Warry Patent Building Equipment 
Co., Ltd 


FAGGS ROAD, FELTHAM, 
Telephone : FELTHAM 4057 


SHOWERS 


FOR 
PUBLIC BATHS, ETC. 


FACTORIES, 
SCHOOLS, AND 


The GUMMER 


—Pit Head Baths, School Gymnasia, Public Slipper and 
Swimming Baths, Cotton Mills, Chemical Works, Iron and 
Steel Foundries, Football Grounds and Playing Fields, etc. 


In all these, TEMPERATURE CONTROL is of vital 
importance—in fact it is the major responsibility of the 
Architect and of the Engineer in charge. 


** SECURITY” 


Thermostatic Mixing 


Valve eliminates all ouiding worries and will provide a control unit which is faithfully 


accurate in its response 


to user’s 


desires, lively in its rectificational duties, and 


confidently reliable in all its functions under any working conditions. 


FOLDER NO. 1/46 containing full technical information will be sent on application to the mcnufacturers 


GUMMERS LTD 


PHONE—R’HAM 1865-6-7. 


ESTABLISHED 1875 


EFFINGHAM VALVE WORKS 
ROTHERHAM, 


YORKS 


TELEGRAMS—GUMMER ROTHERHAM 


3 
| 
DIN CRY: WORK: 4 uP 
| | 
| 
| 
| q 
| ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 
| | MARGSLIS" | 
< 378-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON - Pr 
il | \\ \ here is a suitable GUMMER shower for every purpose 


tig’ 


For simple and straightforward treat- 
ment, or attractive decorative effect, 
tiles by Pilkington’s are most suitable for 
interior or exterior walls and floors. An 
interesting example of unusual treatment 
is shown above. We also specialize in 
faience for firep!aces and certain other 
purposes and mosaic for floors. 


Whinatews 
TILES 


‘CLIFTON JUNCTION, NEAR MANCHESTER 

London Office 

27b Old Gloucester Street Holborn, W.C.2 
Phone: HOLborn 2961-2 
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te 


FEATHERWEIGHT AGGREGATE 
IN 


Concrete, Plaster & Loose Fill 


SLASHES DEADWEIGHT 


INCREASES INSULATION 
IN 
SCHOOLS, FLATS, HOSPITALS 


FACTORIES, POWER STATIONS, ETC. 


167, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. VIC. 1414/5,6 & 7913 


of NEASDEN W.W./0 
GLADSTONE 7811-5 


PECKHAM, S.E.15 - ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX - TAUNTON SOMERSET 


— 
: 
= 
: 
rob | er y\\ 
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= 
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Telephone: Telegrams: 
ENField 4877/8 Quality, Enfield 


SHUTTER CONTRACTORS 
LINCOLN WORKS 
ENFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Luality 


ROLLING SHUTTERS 
IN STEEL, WOOD & 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS 


= 


APPROVED MANUFACTURERS TO | 
F.0.C. AND REQUIREMENTS 


CONTRACTORS TO | 
H.M. GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS | 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS || é 

PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS || 


Etc. 
- 4 


There are 3 kinds of SOLIGNUM : 


SOLIGNUM WOOD PRESERVING STAIN— . 
the standard preservative used throughout the 
world to give protection against dry rot, decay 
and the ravages of insects, It preserves and stains 
and is available in a variety of colours. 


V.D.K. SOLIGNUM WOOD PRESERVATIVE— 
the grade that can be painted over ; and which 
should be used on seed boxes, garden frames and 
the inside woodwork of greenhouses. 


SOLIGNUM WOOD BEETLE DESTROYER 


for woodworm in furniture. 


that an important 
contributory fac- 
tor to the safety and 
dependability ot 
any new building is the 
use of ASHTON cables and 
flexibles for all lighting 
and power duties 


ASHTON cables and 
flexib'e 


wy xibies manu 
j factured to B.S.S. Nx 
7: 1945 amendment N 


g August 1949 
P.D.947 


WOOD PRESERVATIVE 
CABLES & FLEXIBLES 


AERIALITE LTO CASTLE WORKS, STALYBRIOGE CHESHIRE 


Solignum Ltd., 30 Norfoik St., London, W.C.2 


| 
fi 
Seo 
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Thermacoust 


CHANNEL REINFORCED 
WOOD WOOL ROOFING SLABS PLYWOOD and 
SPECIALITY — PANELLING 
TO 


ARCHITECTS’ SPECIFICATIONS 


> 


= RELIABLE PLYWOOD COMPANY LIMITED 

. Ei PROGRESS WORKS, WARBURTON STREET, LONDON, E.8 

Telephone: Clisseid 8135/6 Telegrams: Reliaply-Hack, London 
Bewne School 
Ruislip, H. V. LOBB, 

FOR YOUR ROOFING proGRAMME 


* NO ceiling essential : high sound absorption if left bare 


PENRHYN 
THERMACOUST Channel reinforced Slabs are large, Ss 


lightweight, easily-handled units with high heat insulating E RED, BLUE & GREY 


properties. The reinforcement gives them exceptional 
structural strength. Leading Architects and Local 

Authorities are making extensive use of Thermacoust SLATES 
slabs for schools, etc. If left bare beneath they provide 
valuable sound absorption in Assembly Halls. Dining Apply 


PENRHYN QUARRIES, 


T2 B. G. F. Adlington, Agent, 


THERMACOUST LTD. 39 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON S.W.! (ABBey 2798) PORT PENRHYN, BANGOR N. WALES 


‘ 


: | Fire Automatically Sealed! 
| 


Galvanised Manufacturers of : 


@Steel-framed Agricultural 
ant & Commercial Buildings 


STEEL @ Dutch Barns, Garages, etc. 
SHEETS @All types of Fabricated 


Steelwork 
and Pressed-steel Rainwater 
&§ Goods (Galvanised or 
IRON & painted) 
eValley, Box and Wall 
a STEEL Gutters te any specifica- 
tion 


BARS & Metal Scaffold Beards 


SECTIONS e@Brick Pallets 
@Sheet Metal Work to any 
Specification 


A CURFEW 
FIREPROOF DOORS 


Steel Stockholders, Structural fy | Also Manufacturers of Collapsible Steel Gates 
ent She Med Engineers 10, CURFEW DOORS & SHUTTERS LTD. 

CURFEW WORKS, ANCOATS, MANCHESTER, 4 
OLD LEEDS STEEL WORKS Tel: COLiyhurst 2018 
BALM ROAD, LEEDS 10. Phone 76614-0 Grams Corflal, Leeds, TUDOR WORKS, PARK ROYAL, N.W.10. Tel: ELGAR 6954 


| 
— 
| | | 
| cA; 
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FOR ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS 


THis unique “Glossary of Building Trade Abbrevia- 
tions * summarises the abbreviations and symbols in 

use today throughout the building trade and its sub- 
sidiaries. The booklet is invaluable : it helps to clarify 
doubtful items and steers the user away from many 
pitfalls 

Building-trade experts have collaborated in compiling 
the various sections, 
and the whole book- 
let is specially 
arranged for quick 
reference 

The Glossary’ 
contains 1,300 entries 
in its 118 pages, and 
measures only 6} ins 
x 3% ins 

PER 1/3 COPY 

post paid 

or can be supplied in 
quantities of 50 and 
upwards overprinted 
“With the compli- 
ments of—.” for gift 


distribution Par- 
ticulars of cost and 
discount for 


quantities from 


The lronmonger 


28 ESSEX STREET, LONDON, W.C.2 


THE “1-COAT” TRANSPARENT 
PENETRATING, PERMANENT 
PRESERVATIVE STAIN FOR ALL 


NEW WOODWORK. 
It cannot raise the grain. 


ADVISORY SERVICE 
Shade cards, panels, full directions 
and working instructions for con- 
tractors’ use, estimates and 45 years 
of specialists’ experience are at 

your service. 
RON UK Led., Portslade, Sussex 


Polishing | 16 South Molton Street 
Contract Depot | London, W.1 


COLC JX ASPHALT” 


DECOR. E<TILES 


TELEPHONE 


WHITEHALI 


6776 


. 
ove 
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THE COLLEGE OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT 


St. Albans Grove, Kensington, W.8 
Y | | Day and Evening Courses for the following Examinations 


University of London Degree of B.Sc. (Estate Management), 


| } commence in October. (Day courses only) 
| | | Applications by May 
| F S Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (Building, Quantities . 
| and Valuations sub-divisions), commence in April 


Applications by 31st December 
GIMSON & CO (LEICESTER) LTD. 
| 
| 


Postal Courses 
B.Sc, (Estate Management), commence in January and July 
The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Institution of ® 
Municipal Engineers, Royal Sanitary Institute, commence in 
April and October. Town Planning Institute, commence in 
May and October 
Application forms to reach the College two complete calendar 
months prior to commencement of ourse 


Applications to The Secretary Telephone: Western 1546 


VULCAN ROAD, LEICESTER 


Telephone: LEICESTER 60272 
Telegrams : GIMSON LEICESTER 


Service is available throughout the Country. 


Two useful books published for ‘‘THE ARCHITECT & Building News’ 


TRAFFIC BASIC SURVEYS | 
SURVEYS FOR PLANNING 


Edited for The Association for Planning 
&§ oe re for Planners and Regional Reconstruction by Jacqueline 
and Road Engineers TYRWHITT, A.LL.A., A.M.T.P.L, and W. L. 
By R. B. HOUNSFIELD, 
WAIDE, _D.T.P. (London), A.M.T.P.I. 
B.A. (Cantab.), A.M.LC.E., A.M. Inst.T. 
faye solution of many problems in town and Tss book presents an account of the attempt 
country planning depends upon a clear under- by specialists in conference with Kent County 
j standing ot traffic flow. To be able to answer the officers to outline a scheme for surveys satisfying || ‘ 
many questions that arise about traffic it is usually the requirements of the 1947 Town Planning Act. | 
(but not always) necessary to take an accurate ~ The group, although deriving its inspiration from _ || 
traffic census. the Kent problems, has presented its work in a form 
: This book on traffic surveys is a practical guide. intended for universal application and covering the 
; It shows what information usually already exists, requirements of both urban and country planning . 
7 how to obtain and collect the necessary additional The approach is simple and direct, and all those 
: information, how to emphasize it and how to present concerned with the preparation of planning surveys 
it. It also shows that the taking of a traffic census —whether at home or abroad—will find this work 
is within the scope of many with restricted labour of particular value. A comprehensive index is 
: | and financial resources. included. 
; 47 pp. 17 illus. 10 tables. 3s. 6d. net. By post 3s. 8d. 42 pp. 3 fold-in illustrations. 5s. net. By post 5s. 3d. 
Obtainable at leading booksellers everywhere, or direct from 


TL ILIFFE & SONS LTD., DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S.E£.1 


PATENT STEEL Eo NS An important new Pitman Book 


Fru FS" Colonial Timbers 


“Rolling” hulters i is a term indicative of class. 
not qual but t Reword KINNEAR’ prefixed 
gives a ediled Significance and carries with 
the assurance Superior service. 


By C. W. BOND 
Here is an invaluable book for those who 
ing themselves obliged to deal in 
varicuies of unfamiliar mbers com 
to-day After an extensive ints t 


are now find- 
use the many 
on the market 
to the scientific 


study of timbers, the book descrit es each of forty-six 
commercially important species from the British Colonial 
Empire, with full details of places of origin, anatomical 
structure, colour, weight, strength, finish, uses, etc. In 


addition each timber is illustrated by a full page plate in 
| colour and by a photomicrograph of a cross section 


= At all booksellers. 30- net 

3 ‘Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd 

ARTHUR L. Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 


| | 
4g | 
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NO HOUSING CONTRACT IS COMPLETE 
WITHOUT ..... 


AVON 
SANITARY ENGINEERS AND GATES 


TUBULAR anp WROUGHT IRON 
Pedestrian Guard Rails, Barriers, Handrails, etc. 


M.A.C. ENGINEERING (Bristol) ASHTON WORKS 


Tel. €4065 (5 lines) BRISTOL 3. Ref. AR/GT 


HALL 


4p, CANTEENS - STAFF RECREATION 
ROOMS - WORKSHOPS / LIGHT WORK 


SCOTS WOOD-ON-TYNE 


London Showroom: 54, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.|. 


..be sure to specify i ee 
RaliGiGts 
Hall's are renowned for their timber buildings not only as manu- 
facturers but as prime designers and pioneers. Your needs receive 
A Q U A L | ¥ E the personal attention of those responsible for the high Hall standard 
and any building purchased is backed by the reputation, skill and 
integrity of Halls of Paddock Wood. Buildings for Industry, Education, 


B 4 T U M E N D A M Pp Cc 0 U R S E Sport, Municipal or Constructional needs. Site offices and Contrac- 


tors’ Huts also supplied. Let us quote for your requirements. 
‘laid in a minute ... lasts as long as the wall’ Supplied free of licence. Write to 


PREVENTS DAMP AND DRY ROT 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LTD. DUNDEE. LONDON : VAUXHALL GROVE, S.W.8 HALL (epic useinc WOOD 
— at Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leicester, Liverpool, Norwich TONBRIDGE KENT 


MONOPHALT 


THE MASTICS FOR 


ROOFING, DAMPCOURSES, FLOORING, ETC. 


COMPLYING WITH STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 


AND LAID 


THE FRENCH ASPHALTE CO. 


WHOSE BUSINESS {8 INCORPORATED WITH THAT OF 


HIGHWAYS CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDON, 


PHONE: ABBEY 4386 


| 
| 
a 


28 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
APPOINTMENTS, CONTRACTS, 
TENDERS, SITUATIONS VACANT 
AND WANTED, FOR SALE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
RATE: 1/6d. per line, minimum 3, - 
average line 6 words. Each paragraph 

charged separately. 

BOX NOS. add 6 words plus 1/- for 
registration and forwarding replies. 
PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances 
payable to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset 
House, Stamford St., London, S.E.1. 
No responsibility accepted for errors. 


APPOINTMENTS 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for positions of 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT (salaries up 
to £580 a year) in the Housing and Valuation 
Department. Commencing salaries will be deter- 
mined according to qualificauions and experience 
Engagement will be subject to the Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation Acts, and successful candi- 
dates will be eligible for consideration for appoint- 
ment to the permanent staff om the occurrence 
of vacancies. 


Successful candidates will be required to assist 
ima the design, jayout and reparation of working 
drawings for housing (cottages and muiu- 
storey flats) and will be employed in the Housing 
Architect's Division. 


Forms of application may be obtained from | 
the Director of Housing, The County Hall, Wesi- 
minster Bridge, S.E.1 (stamped addressed envelope 
fequired and quote reference A.A.!). Canvassing 
disqualifies. (816). {0101 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 


ee. SURVEYOR required by she Gold 
Coast Government for the Public Works De- 
partment for two tours of 18 to 24 months each 
with prospect of Commencing salary. 
including overseas d. to 1 

and experience in ome £660 to £1,200 a year, plus _’ 
cost of living allowance up to £150 a year. Outfit 
allowance up to £60. Free passages. Liberal leave on 
full salary. Candidates must have had considerable 
experience in preparing bills of quantities and con- 
tract documents for bu.ldings of large and medium 
size. 

Apply at once by letter, stating age, full names 
in block letters and full particulars of qualifications 
and experience and mention.ng this papar to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, 4 Millbank, London, 
S.W.1, quoting M.25063.A on both letter and enve- 
lope. The Crown Agents cannot undertake to ac- 
knowledge all applications and will communicate 
only with applicants selected for further —. 
tion {s2. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 


UANTITY SURVEYORS’ ASSISTANTS re- 
quired in Housing and Valuation Department 
for work in connection with development of cot- 
tage estates at salaries up to £700 for senior appoint- 
ments and up to £580 for junior positions, accord- 
ing to qualifications and experience 
Duties include measurement of work in construc- 
ton of houses, roads and sewers, preparation of 
interim valuations, measurement and adjustment of 
sub-<comtracts, small ¢sumates, measurement of 
varnianhons 
Forms of application from Director of Housing 
and Valuer, County Hall, S.E.1. Stamped addressed 
envelope required. Quote QS/21. (88) 15195 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, 


ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


“LERKS OF WORKS required for erection of 

schools including a comprehensive high school 
Salaries up to £550 a year for normal school work 
and up to £660 a year for comprehensive high 
Applicants should have had reinforced con- 
crete and steelwork experience on major works 
Application form from = Architect to the Council 
(AR /EK'CW). County Hall, Westminster Bridge 
S.E.1 enclosing stamped addressed foolscap enve- 
lope. (99) {S219 
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MINISTRY OF WORKS. 


ENIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS are 
required in the Chief Architect's Division who 
have had first class experience and who are cap 


able of supervising drawing office staffs Vac 
ancies exist in London, Edinburgh, Newcastle 
Leeds, Birmingham, Manchester and Capenhurst 


(Cheshire). Assistants will be employed on a wide 
variety of Public Buildings. including Atomic 
Energy and other research Establishments. Tele- 
phone Exchanges, Office Buildings, etc London 
salary, £625-£750 per annum. Salafy cisewhere is 
slightly lower 

Although these are not established posts, many 
have long term possibilities 

Apply in writing, giving full details of age. quali 
fications and experience, to Mr. W. A_ Rutter 
C.B.E.. F.R.I.B.A.. Chief Architect, Ministry of 
Works. Abell House John Islip Street, West 
minster, S.W.1. quoting reference W.G.10/BE 
Locality preferred should be stated {S179 


LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 


UALIFIED SURVEYOR required in the 
ESTATE DEVELOPMENT SECTION of the 

County Planning Department. Salary £595-£660. The 
Section is attached to Headquarters’ Office and 
camies out (in co-operation with County District 
Councils) schemes for accommodating overspiil pop 
ulation from urban arcas by developing ex.sting 
townships 

Preference given to applicants with experience of 
estate management and levelling and survey.ng 
large housing sites 

Appl.cations giving names, addresses and qua! fi- 
cations of two referees (where possible one should 
be the present employer) to reach the County 
Planning Officer, County Offices. Preston, by 7th 
February (S209 


BOROUGH OF WORTHING. 


APPOINTMENT OF SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSISTANT. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the appointment 
of a SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSIST- 

ANT on the permanent establishment of the 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor’s Department at a 
salary in accordance with A.P.T. VI (£595-£660) 

Candidates should preferably be Associates of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects and should 
have had a sound experience in the preparation of 
Drawings and Specifications for Local Author.ty 
building contracts 

The appointment will be subject to the National 
Scheme of Conditions of Service of Local Govern- 
ment Officers, to the Local Government Superan- 
nuat.on Act, 1937, and to the successful candidate 
Passing satisfactorily a medical examination 

The Council will assist the successful applicant to 
obtain hous.ng accommodation, if necessary 

Applications, endorsed “Senior Architectural 
Assistant, Grade VI."" stating age, status, qualifica- 
tions, present and previous appointments and ex- 
Per.ence with dates, and accompanied by copies of 
three recent testimonials, should be addressed to the 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Town Hall, 
Worthing, and should be received by him not later 
than 12 noon on Friday the I6th February, 1951 

ERNEST G. TOWNSEND. Town Clerk 
Town Hall, Worthing 
26th January, 1951 (S210 


METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF SHOREDITCH. 


SBNIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the appo.ntment 
of SENIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT on the 

Permanent staff of the Council at a salary in accord- 
ance with Grade VII of the National Scale of 
Salaries, £665-£740 per annum 

Applicants should have had a recognised archi- 
tectural training and be competent to undertake the 
design and construction of municipal buildings, in 
cluding multi-storey flats 

Preference will be given to candidates with a 
recognised architectura! qualification 

The appointment will be subject to medical ex- 
amination, the Council's Superannuation Scheme 
and General Conditions of Service 

The Council will make available to the successful 
applicant a three-bedroom house now in course of 
erection 

Applications, stating age, training and experience 
together with the names of two persons to whom 
reference may be made, should be submitted to the 
undersigned not later than Thursday, 15th February, 
1951. and endorsed “Senior Assistant Arch.tect 

C. A. JAMES, Town Clerk 
Town Hall, Old Street, E.C.1 
31st January, 1951 {$222 


February 9. 1951 
LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 


nvaed for the following 


ATIONS are 
appointments in the County Planning Depart 


ment 

(a) SECTIONAL PLANNING OFFICERS at 
Accrington, Liverpool and Wigan (A.P.1 Vill 
£685-£760), and Blackpool (A.P.T. VII, £635-£710) 


to be responsible for directing the work of technica 
staff, Considerable experience essential in Develop 
mem Plan preparation 
(b) PLANNING 
Liverpool 


ASSISTANTS at Ulverston 
1-V £390-£570) Blackpoo! Accrington 
Wigan and Manchester (A.P.1 I-VI 


£390-£660). Duties mainly as follows 
Eng.necr.ng preparat wn Maps as re 
Quired by the 1947 Act, and deal.ng with problems 
requiring civil engineering experience 
preparation of detailed 
ige extensions and 
encral protiems where 


Applicants f sho 
university degree 


an appropriate 


certificate of 


higher grades 
their equ.valent 

A.M.P.T.1 A.M.LC.E A.M.1.Mun.f 

(c) PLANNING ASSISTANT (RURAL) at 
Preston Headquarters) (A.P.I 1-Vi, £390-£660) 
Dutes mainiy preparation Develop mt Plan for 
rural arcas. Candidates should possess or be study 
ng tor a recognised pianning or land agency quali 
fication 

Salary of appointments under and (c) com 


mensurate w.th qualifications 


experience 


Appi.cations stating appointmen.s applied for and 
giving ames, addresses and qualifications of two 
referees cierably ne sho 
Ployer) to reach the County Plann 
Offices, Preston, by 17th February {S213 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, 


ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


BUILDING SURVEYORS 


Atrix ATLONS are Nvited for pos.tions of 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT (salaries up to 
£580) on the surveying staff of the Architect's 
Department two deal with the temporary administra- 
tion of the London Building Acts and other stat.s- 
ucs (inc.uding means of pe safely precautions 
in buildings licensed for public entertainment and 
general building regulations) Candidates should 
have a knowledge of building construction and pre- 
ference will be given to those taking R.I.C.S. quali- 
fications, The positions will be superannuable Ap- 
Plication forms from the Architect (AR/EK/BR) 
County Hall, S.E.1, enclosing stamped addressed 
envelope to be returned by 28th February, 1951 
(98) (S220 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF GATESHEAD. 


CHIEF ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


Af ICATIONS are invited for the following per- 
manent appo.ntments in the Chief Architect's 
Department 


ASSISTANT 


ARCHITECTS 
£570) 


Grade V_ (£520. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS: Grade II to 
IV (£420-£465), (£450-£495), (£480-£525) ac- 
cording to experience 

ASSISTANT HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEER :Grade I to IV 
cording to 


(£390-£525) ac- 

qualifications and experience 

ESTIMATING AND COST CLERK 
IV (£480-£525) 


Grade 


Full particulars of the condtions attachin 
appointment can be 


btained from the Che 


J. W. PORTER, Town Clerk 
Town Hall, Gateshead 
3ist January. 195 $222 


| 
| | 
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7 
cach 
tf Archi- 
xt 1 apr Jed should be 
returned to H. J. Cook, A.R.I.B.A.. ME Struct.E 
= Chief Architect Municipal Bui'dings. Swinburne 
Sweet, Gateshead, not later than Monday, 19th 
¢ Februar 195 
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NATIONAL COAL BOARD. CONTRACTS STATES OF GUERNSEY. 


NORTH EASTERN DIVISION HOUSING AUTHORITY 


CWMBRAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 


are invited for the erection of 14 
FOURTEEN) HOUSES on a ote at Rue des 


CIVIL ENGINEERING AND/OR BUILDING Grons, St. Martin's. Guernsey 
Af ICATIONS are te aD WORKS Plans. Specifications and Forms of Tender may 
Dointments in the ts D I be tained at the office of the undersigned upon 
this Division at Denaby Doncaster 4 bee Dx pment ¢ tion pose to main payment Two Guineas (£2 2s. Od.). which will 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT Grade 1! Sts i¢ s f carrying b funded on th cipt of a bona-fide tender 
Sa scale £410 x 20 to £550 per annum t ‘ \ fr time to time be prepared t and the return of all plans and documents 
(men and £340 x 1S to £445 per annum nd wine categories of work Tenders n seaicd envelopes, addressed to the 
wom (1) CIVIL ENGINEERING Presidemt, States Housing Authority, Hadsicy House 
) u ess Lefebvre Street, St. Peter Port, Guernsey, and en- 
s should be student R.1.B.A M than £25,000 and not exceeding dorsed Tender for Houses, Rue des Grons.”” must 
¢ Intermediate Examinat s £50.00€ be delivered at the office of the Authority not later 
: — a . M sn «£50,000 and not. exceeding than noon on Monday. the 26th February, 1951 
nad G. HBGGS. States Engineer 
good Knowleds ‘ Over £14 tes Office Annexe, Guernscy 
Commenc.ng salar according k& nowledge and ) BUILDING 26th January, 1951 {$207 
experience - 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT Grade II nd less than £30,000 ARCHITECTURAL APPOINTMENTS 
‘ Sala MAC tw £440 ra M than £30,000 and less than £75,000 
(mer nd x 1S t S2 pe im ( Over £75,000 VACANT 
(we BUILDING REPAIRS AND MAINTEN ROHITECTURAL assistant required (Inter 
s should be prot ners of t RIBA ANCE ON A JOBBING BASIS Standard) interesting and individual work 
ry according l ender w n normally be publicly Apply Ware & Son Richmond Road 
°c vertised t Press. Firms will from time to Excter {S214 
OF WORKS Grade Ii—Sala tors a ed RCHITECT, expericnced charge ass.stant for 
56 busy ecnera practice n Scottish Border 
‘ pe 4 ur < ra s wh« wash t be placed on one or 
“ County Town with private Practice cxperience 
t sts approved Contractors should 
make apr ation in writing to the General Manager capable of producing quickly constructional detail 
Cw Corporatior drawings, With view to partnersh p for suitable man 
alata Preferably over 30. Address stating full particulars 
Corn Stree News M whom the form 1 : 
of apt ov be chtained 8217 of experience, age, when free, and salary expected 
Box 8411, The Architect and Building News 
{S216 
BOROUGH OF MACCLESFIELD. SSISTANTS wanted for hospitals, schools and 
planning work F. W. B. Charles, B Arch 
SCHBME SK-—-ERECTION OF 23 TRADITIONAL ARRIBA 3 Great Stuart Street, Edinburgh, 3 
HOUSES AT) WESTON {S218 
National Coal Board 
astern §Divis Ranmoor Ha Belgra a for the erection of 23 
Shefficld, 10 FOUR-BEDROOM HOUSES in four blocks SITUATIONS VACANT 
cow 1 five blocks of three, at WESTON RCHITECTURAL Draughtsman required imme- 
CITY OF BATH, Bills of Quantities and Form of Tender may te diately Interesting work. 5-day week.—Ap- 
Mowr Co td., Longbridge, Birmingham 
CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT Sth February, 1951, on payment of a deposit of 
be refunded on receipt of a bona 
PPLICATIONS b : so fide tendes the return of all documents, un- ESIGNER required for drawing office of weil- 
\ are invited for the appointmer 
A po GENERAL ARCHITECTUR ty = - marked. wit seven days of their receipt by the known reinforced concrete flooring contractors 
ade IV (£480-£525 per annum) gs depositor Apply in writing. stating age. qualifications and 
Tenders sealed envelopes (which will be  €xPerience, to Smith's Fireproof Floors, Imber 
» and b p ar be delivered to the Office of the Court, East Molesey, Surrey {5198 
dings anders gned not later than 10 a.m. on Monday, 19th RCHITECTURAL Draughtsman required for 
timer subject to the provisions February be The Corporation does not under- Architect's Department of large Iron and Steel 
G Superannuation Act, 193 take to accept the west or any tender Works. Applicants should be aged 22-30 years 
¢ w be req € Pass WALTER ISAAC Town Clerk shouki be capab’ec of preparing working drawings 
5 ex . Town Ha Macclesfield with a minimum supervision, sound knowledge of 
ns Mg age. qualifications st Januas 1951 (S215 modern construction and building services essential 
‘ 1 the names and a Some experience of industrial work preferred 
efe 8, should be sent ne COUNTY BOROUGH OF BIRKENHEAD. Apply direct to Chief Designing Engineer, Engincer- 
Princes Buildings, Bath, not t ing Drawing Office, Appleby-Frod.ngham Stee! Co 
Fe ar 95) {$22 ee Branch of the United Steel Cos, Lid., Scunthorpe, 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE Lincs 15206 
COMPETITION 
fae NEW TECHNICAL COLLEGE FOR SALE 
SUPERSTRUCTURE 


ISSEN Type Huts, ex-<Government stock, recon- 


ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITION 


‘ie pent ER R B ditioned and supplied ready for erection. All 
an ee JERS are invited from Registered Budding sizes in 6ft. multiples, 36ft. x 16ft., £71 10s. Od 

HERZL MEMORIAL ON MOUNT HERZL Contractors for the erection of the SUPER- and £59 8s. Od.; 24ft. x 16ft., £50 12s. Od. and 
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL STRUCTURE OF THE NEW TECHNICAL £41 16s, Od.; 72ft. x 16tt., £134 4s, Od. and £106 


ge ee COLLEGE, Borough Road, Birkenhead 14s. Od. Delivered U.K. Plasterboard Huts and 
The dation work up to ground level, Pitched mher buildings. Some 24ft. span Nissens.—Write, 
on with th J of Trus Roads, Sewers and other site works have been the call or telephone, Universal Supplies (Belvedere) 
mt c nh Architects subject of a separate Contract and are now nearing Lid Dept, 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere. 
completior Kem. Tel. No. Erith 2948 005 
mmediate vicinity 1951, from the Architects Willink Dod covey: 
Assessors 188ft., 188ft. x 100ft.. and 188ft. x 84ft.—Sharman, 
B Locke Charman Jewish Asency F/F.R.1B.A., Cunard Building, Liverpool, 3, on § Victoria Street. S.W.1. Abbey $731/2 (5036 
Seeenshens payment a deposit of three guineas, which will - 

2 Berachvahu, Ensince returned receipt of na-fide tender OR Sale: Sommerfeld Wire Netting second- 
Fund, Jerusalen —- Tenderers must be firms of standing and be pre- : hand, in good condition in rolis about 25 yds 
Dr. L. Laute ach Secretary of the Zionis pared to giv a Bond jointly with a Bank or long x 10 ft wide 12/13 G. Wire forming approx 
Sescuts Jerusalem approved Insurance or Guarantee Company. for 3 in. Hexagona Mesh Price 60s. per roll at our 

4 5. Metrikin, Architect Jewish Agency the due performance of the Contract. in the event Shefficid Works. Carriage charges extra Thos 
Jerusalem f the tender being accepted W. Ward Lid., Albion Works, Sheffield [s199 

5. J. Pinkerfeld, Architect Tel-Aviv Drawings may be inspected at the Architects LL Mouldings, Plain and Embossed. and Em- 

6. Professor Y. Ratner, Architect Haifa Office on or after February 12th, 1951 bossed Ornaments Numerous designs. — 

rc C rusa‘en Tenders m be sent in the official envelope pro- Dareve’s Moulding Mills Ltd.. 60 Pownall Road. 
vided (which must not bear any name or mark Dalston, E.8 { 
n indicating ndcr), sez 5 wsed 
ling £5.000 Office by discreetly arranged gas heating if desired 
Friday, %h March, 1951 Wheway. Bridgcote, Banbury Road Gwattoré-on- 
of any tender is subject to ap- Avon (5218 


j poration do not bind themselves 1, } 
cem the west Or any tender. Tenders delivered MISCELLANEOUS 


w t be accepted and tenders which do “ VERSEAS APPOINTMENTS,” bi-monthly 
ly with these instructions will not be con- 


dn newsheet containing conditions and opportuni- 
of the roject 

a - ties abroad Send sixpence for sample copy to 

this Comp estricted 1 members DONALD P. HEATH, Town Clerk Overseas Architects Service, § Welldon Crescent 

of the Jewis S226 Town Hall, Birkenhead (S212 Harrow 18225 


ce 
4 
~ 
ob i 


of KNOW WE'VE GOT A DETAIL 

OF THAT SOMEWHERE’’—But 
where? The best way to file your 
A. & B.N. Detail Sheets so that you can 
put your hand on the one you want in 


a matter of seconds, is in a folder F 
specially designed to hold them, clearly — 
labelled on the spine for quick reference ‘ 


in the bookshelf. 


Serviceable folders in double duplex 


manilla, with pocket to hold one year’s 
1 a issue of sheets, may be ordered now. 
Price 5/-, postage 6d. extra, from:— 


Publishing Department: 

““The Architect and Building’ News,” 

: Dorset House, Stamford Street, 
London, S.E.1. 


2SLIFHS 


: Folders for A&BN Detail Sheets 


POST-WAR REBUILDING .. . . | [| FTS 
_ PORTLAND STONE 


- | MONKS PARK STONE by MORRIS 
| THE BATH & PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. Herbert Morris Ltd 


Head Office: LONDON OFFICE: Loughborough 
BATH Gardens House, Ss. W. Engineering branches in London, Glasgow. 
Tel.: 3248-9 : ViCtoria 9182-3 Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield, 


Newcastle, Cardiff, Bristol, Dundee, Liver- 
pool, Nottingham, Bury St.Edmonds, Belfast 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Official Notices, Tenders, Auction, Legal and Miscellaneous Appointments on pages 28 and 29. 
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part of the Aluminesx opening light hung 


Two revolutionary inventions 


veneral character of the Aluminex 


patent glazin em of which these two 


inventions now form part, may be sum- 


affecting opening lights in 


vlazing bars of great strength and resist 


8 ince to corrosion, Glass panes are clipped 
ALUMINE to these bars by means of continuous 
Da en g azing rolled glazing cover strips, also made of 


aluminium alloy. The other specially de 
sioned fitments are the zed weathering 


It has been said that one test of a good invention is whether the laymen sseprpaseptapedtin a 


‘ ireas mav be glazed by this 
will say —after it has been invented — that it is obvious. Here is a brief account of lhe north windows of the 
two sucl 1 ti j le " if ton 

ch deceptively simple inventions that put Aluminex Patent Glazing opening by 30 ft Aluminex may be 
lights in a class on their own for operational efficiency oubl lazed to pu cle cladding which 


\ \ P 
( 
\ 
t wed Alumunes has high insulating properties Phe appear 
1 hits of 200 ft ance of the glazing is neat and light 
t und even according well with contemporary styles 
tances ce of industrial architecture 
New operating gear 
\ the \ st take into account 
ely in th Hers 
1 think 
t eur It 
t te war, At when , 
ih diverse | 
; i I ts ntial character — 
The exact hint the lth The Architect who turns to Alurmines 
\ Patent Glazing has at his service a method 
Teleflex is a of architectural cladding capable of versa 
through tile applications. It is an accepted system 
snd is vet remains susceptible to imaginative 
ent over development. The Company extends its : 
‘ t t anv route. It can fullest co-operation to all Architects who 
tions than wish to discuss new applications of : 
and its \luminex, 
| h that opening For further information please com- 
‘ ‘ d municate with the Aluminex Division of , 
{ t hae Williams d& Williams Limited. Reliance 
ure Works, Chester Telephone: Chester 24624 
i 10 line Telegrams teliance, Chester 
st t open tnd at Victoria House, Southampton Row 
th London, WC 1. Telephone: HOLborn 9861, 


It illov 


ARCHITECT 

| 

‘ILTSHIRE 

ll 

CLOSE, CHELSEA i 

li 
This fine scheme is the second major housing 
development to be completed by the Chelsea Borough 


Council since the war 


The 214 flats provide excellent accommodation w:th 


aad 


all modern amenities. The first-class electric wiring 


installation was carried out exclusively with Henley 


Cables by 


THE BERKELEY ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD. 


VINCENT SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.! 


Architect: EDWARD ARMSTRONG, F.R.I.8.A 

9 (Armstrong & MacManus) 

? 

Assistont Architect: HOWARD SADLER 
A.M.) Scruct.é 
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